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FRONTIER TOWNS IN ANTEBELLUM EAST TEXAS:
JASPER COUNTY
by }(unes M. McReynolds
Deep in Southeast Texas lies Jasper County. "Jewel of the Forest."
Organized under Mexican authority and selected as one of the original counties
of the Texas Republic, Jasper County emerged in the late antebellum period as
an economic and political center for Southeast Texas. An abundance of rich
soil and access to the Gulf of Mexico via the Neches and Angelina rivers
attracted large numbers of settlers who migrated into Texas prior to the war.
Thriving communities soon developed. Dismal log cabins of the Republic
period gave way to homes with whitewashed verandas, double chimneys, and
faint traces of Greek Revival architecture. Law offices, cotton gins, stores,
sawmills, churches. blacksmith shops, and schools sprang up where tall pines
once dominated. By the eve of the Civil War. Jasper County contained 4,037
citizens and slaves who lived in or near its ten towns and communities.!
The antebellum settlements of Jasper County were all situated around
water. Early settlers depended on water for transportation and
communication, for power to turn mill wheels. for irrigation of crops, and for
personal consumption. As a result, the towns of Bevilport and Zavala
developed near the muddy banks of the Angelina River while Ford's Bluff and
Wiess's Bluff were situated on the Neches River, Beech Grove and Jasper
were established on Sandy Creek, Peach Tree on Lewis Creek. while Magnolia
Springs, Erin, and Holly Springs were located in close proximity to clear
running, perennial springs. 2

Bevilport was the first and for a short while. the most prominent
settlement in Jasper County. When Colonel Juan N. Almonte made his
inspection of Texas for the Mexican government in 1834. he located BevilporL
then known as "Beeville" or "bevil:' (sic) on the east bank of the Neches
River at the point of juncture with the Angelina. a He recorded that the town
was' 'making good progress" and predicted that it would prosper because of its
access to the Gulf of Mexico.
The settlement of Bevil began several years before Almonte's visit when
John R. Bevil. the earliest settler in the Jasper County area. built a grist mill in
this vicinity, oJ As people began moving into this section of East Texas in the
late 1820s, the townsite was moved to the east bank of the Angelina River
about ten miles above the confluence of the Angelina and Neches rivers.
Growth was slow, but by 1834 the town was designated the seat of government
for the Mexican Municipality of Bevil.·~
After the struggle at San Jacinto and the establishment of the Republic, the
seat of authority for the old municipality was moved nine miles east to the little
village of Jasper. The March 16, 1836 Constitution of the Texas Republic
specified that "convenient counties" be organized for the original Mexican
division. Consequently. the Municipality of Bevil became Jasper County with
the town of Jasper as the county seat. 6 At this time the town of Bevil became
known as Bevilport. On June 5. 1834, Bevilport was incorporated with the
towns of Columbia. Brazoria. Houston, Anahuac. Nacogdoches. and
Harrisburg.

Jame.\· ,\1. Mf:ReYlfold.\· i.~ Direc10r of Summer Se.\·siof/ ami lIutructor of Hi.Hory at
Stepht>n F. Austin State University. N{/("o!:doche.L
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The townsite of Bevilport was laid out three years before its incorporation
by George W. Smyth, an early East Texas surveyor. The map which Smyth
made of Bevilport divided the townsite into neat, rectangular lots with a plot of
land designated to serve the township with a park. 8 As the town developed,
however. it had only one major street which led to a number of stores on the
waterfront. No doubt these stores and warehouses were of more practical
benefit to the people of Bevilport than a public park, for the town rapidly grew
into a major Texas riverport. With a regular mail station as early as 1835, the
people of East Texas became aware of its existence and merchants at Sabine
Town and Galveston soon learned of its value as a port. fI
The shoals in the Angelina River made Bevilport inaccessible to large
boats or rafts during the summer months. but during highwater seasons
Bevilport served as the freight depot for northern Jasper County and
surrounding areas. It was on the river that most merchants built their stores,
and a large hotel was erected on the waterfront in the 1850s,I0 The buildings of
Bevilport had large porches which extended for several feet over the river.
making loading and unloading easier. With the winter and spring rises,
Bevilport became a beehive of activity, Merchants and customers talked prices
and politics, Negro stevedores worked and sang to the overseer's orders, small
steamboats blew their whistles, and horses' hooves and wagon wheels could be
heard sloshing down the muddy street.
Prior to the Civil War the boats which moored along the docks. at Bevilport
were only crude flatboats or keelboats. Frequently entire cargos would be lost
in transit downriver because of the treacherous snags and shoals in the
Angelina and Neches rivers. It was not until after the war that the
paddle-wheeled steamboat made its debut in Bevilport. By the late 1860s it was
not uncommon to see sleek, white steamboats with catchy names such as the
Camargo, Sunflower, or Laura moored along the waterfront unloading the
latest fashions from Galveston and loading the various crops to be shipped
downriver. II From Bevilport these steamboats paddled down the Angelina into
the Neches, stopping periodically at Town Bluff. Wright's Landing, Wiess's
Bluff and the sawmill town of Beaumont. Several days after leaving Bevilport,
the steamers entered Sabine Lake, making one last stop at Sabine Pass before
voyaging to far away places such as Galveston or New Orleans.l'l
The citizens of this small port town had an interest in cultural activities.
While plans for the chartered Indian Creek Academy never materialized.
Bevilport had a public school. Elisha D. Seale, the local schuolmaster, was
even granted a certificate of exemption from the Civil War to continue his work
in the Bevilport school. 13 Moreover. the citizens of Bevilport had a fine church
house at Indian Creek, scarcely a mile north of the docks. and slaves of the
vicinity were sent tu the Dixie Baptist Church which met nearby. Although a
full-time minister was rarely available, families from neighboring communities
congregated each year for a revival at the Indian Creek Church to sing of the
"land that is fairer than day" and witness the baptism of their children in the
cold waters of Indian Creek,l4
Scarcely a decade after the steamboats first entered Bevilport. the town
began to decline because Beaumont was rapidly expanding as a sawmill center.
This meant that timber cut from Jasper County's forests was floated downriver
to the mills, making it practically impossible for the steamboats to ply these
waters, Several years later the railroads came through the county seve raj miles
from Bevilport, and the town, with the exception of several stubborn "old
timers," virtually died. Today, all that remains of Bevilport is a small
cemetery, a marker which was erected during the Texas Centennial, a public
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boat ramp. and the tall pines of the Martin Dies State Park which occupy the
spot where the town once stood.':;
Eight miles upriver from Bevilport and fourteen miles west of Jasper the
town of Zavala was founded in 1834, The town site of this early location was
probably surveyed by George W. Smyth, and was laid out on the east bank of
the Angelina River in the broad plain which extended several miles eastward. 16

..------------oZnv"j..,

'\
\t
\ '

• Peach l ,ee

~..

1Il J .... SPf I!
.!f!'vi1po>l

.1'1011, $pr;ngl

c........

r..

8m'

_.-.:1

6

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

The neatly divided town lots werc sjwated mOTe than a hundred feet above the
hed of the meandering river. Also frequently called Muster Point. Zavala was
named for the Mexican cmpresario Lorenzo de Zavala. who had re(,;eived this
track of land for coloruzational purposes in 18~O. Thomas B. Huling, a \vealthy
merchant in early Jasper County. purchased the league of land on which [he
town was eventually huilt in IS31. As a Texas booster. he worked diligently for
several years trying to persuade settlers to come to this area. l '
Zavala was v.:ell known in East Texas prior to the Texas Revolution
because it served briefly as the seat of Mexican government for Bevil's
settlement. Mary Austin Holley. a visitor in Texas shortly before its
independcm:c. noted that although Zavala did not fulfill her definition of a
tOWI1. nonetheless it was a ·'populous neighborhood."li< During the time of
Mary Holley's visit Zavala contained thirty or forty families and considerable
business was carried on there. Among the most prominent of Zavala's citizens
was Xavier B. Mudd. '-l Frenchman who moved with his family from Louisiana
to Zavala in 18)4 and served as sheriff of the area for several years. Ul
On Christmas Eve. 1838. Zavala hecame a legally incorporated Texas
town. 20 Like Bevilport. Zavala depended on the Angelina River for its
existence. Irs stores and warehouses were huilt in close proximity to the river
and steamboats arrived several months each year. Lumber was probably
purchased from Andrew F. Smyth's sawmill. located near Bevilport. and
hauled overland by wagon or shipped upriver on flatboats. Testimony to the
craftsmanship of the early carpenters of Zavala is the fact that many of the
original huildings were still standing more than a century later. 21
The merchant houses in Zavala overlooked the Angelina River. which was
generally fifty yards wide and ten or fifteen feet deep at this location. Travelers
from the western part of the county could cross the river near Zavala at either
Bohler's ferry. located a mile Or two below the townsite. or the ferry which
\.Tossed the Angelin;;l at Zavala. Sam Mellon, an early traveler in Texas in 1853.
recorded that the fee for him and his horse to usc the services of the Zavala
fetry was the exhorbitant price of ten l:ents. 22
In 1847 Thomas H. Huling decided to move to another part of the county.
He sold his interests in the town of Zavala to Jerich Durkee of London,
England. The deed record to this transaction begins:
Jerich Durkee London received of this day (April 1, 1847) from
Thomas B. Huling of the town of Zavala. state of Texas. and County of
Jasper. his deed for four thousand nine hundred and sixty acres of land
and all his interest in the Town of Zavala. East Bank of the San
Angelina River. being his head right granted to him by the Mexican
Government in Zavala's County .... 23
Included in this transaction were the stipulations that Mr. Durkee endenture
sixty families of good moral character. build a good steam mill. and provide a
store wilh one thousand dollars worth of merchandise by the fall of 1849. For
this property. Thomas B. Huling received one thousand dollars and "five
thousand lin boxes of the Green Mountain VegitabJe (sic) ointment ... and the
recipe for making the ointment.·'H
It is not known whether this transaction was the primary factor which
halted the growth of Zavala. hut hy 1858 the town no longer possessed a post
office and although Zavala ,,\as included in a list of Jasper County communities
as late as 1878. the town had practically disappeared before the Civil WarY'
With the decline of Jasper County's Zavala. a growing community in
nearby Angelina County borrowed its name and this town still exists today.
The to\\ln of old Zavala. Jasper County has been completely abandoned and its
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location is indicated only by a marker, erected in 1937 nearby Hamilton
cemetery near the old townsite. 26
When the John R. Bevil family moved from Virginia to Texas in the early
18205. they built their log cabin approximately twelve miles cast of the
conjecture of the Neches and Angelina rivers. Doubtless they could see a large,
impressive, white oak tfee from their door. It was under the branches of this
tree. which stood until recently on the courthouse lawn, that the little village of
Jasper grew. 27
George W. Smyth. an early visitor in the Bevils' cabin, referred in his
autobiography, to the area now encompassed in the town of Jasper:
About the tirst of April 1830, I arrived at the house of John Bevil Esqr,
where Jasper now stands. and commenced my operation of surveying
immediately, his survey having been the first. I was charmed with the
appearance of the country about Jasper. The rich foliage of the
Magnolia-the dense cane-brakes, then, almost impervious-the
perennial streams of water, together with the report of Judge Bevil
concerning the healthiness of the county-captivated me .
28
However, it was several years after George W. Smyth visited in John Bevil's
home that the town of Jasper became a reality.
On March I, 1835, George A. Nixon. Land Commissioner, for the
Department of Nacogdoches, wrote to George W. Smyth, specifying that he
layout the town of Jasper:
I have under this date forwarded you an order to layout a town in
Bevil's Settlement in making the location I wish you to be particular in
so laying it out that it may be bounded on one side by the creek and on
the other side by a canal which it is contemplated to dig for the
convenance of having waters near the Town your own good judgement
will at once convince you of the many advantages to the Town of
having water on two sides of it you will also be particular in my
distinctly marking by stake of a permanent character the corner of lots
square. and you will also have an eye to placing the main square in the
most elevated and eligible (sic) part of town .... 29
Upon receiving this message, Smyth set about surveying the townsite of
Jasper, completing the job by early September, 1835, On September 25, Smyth
received another letter from Nixon, ordering him to hold an election for an
A.vuntamiento (or town council). In this letter, Nixon stipulated that these
officials were to have the town lots appraised so they could be sold as "soon as
practicable. "30
The location of the new townsite was in the area of "old Squire Bevil's
cabin" and was situated in the midst of an abundance of pine and hardwooo
trees. Although Nixon's canal was never dug. the townsite had an adequate
supply of water. Sandy Creek flows east to west through Jasper, and
eventually empties into the Neches River some sixteen miles west of the town.
This creek supplied the power which was necessary to run the machinery of the
early sawmills and gristmills located along its banks. 31
Shortly before the Republic of Texas period, the Municipality of Bevil was
changed to the Municipality of Jasper and the small townsite of Jasper. which
had been surveyed only the year before, was designated as the seat of
government for this new county. 32 Jasper and Beaumont were im:orporated on
December 16, t838, at the same time. Jasper was named in honor of Sergeant
William Jasper of Revolutionary War fame, who was killed while attempting to
plant the American colors on the parapet of Spring Hill, at the storming of
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Savannah. October 9. 1776,33 In commemoration of this battle. the main road
extending south from Main Street in Jasper was named Spring Hill.
Jasper grew slowly during its tirst few years. Switch cane high enough to
hide a man on horseback covered the site of the town. and streets and by·paths
had 10 be cut through this growth before settlers could move abollt. Gustav
Dressel recorded in 1837 that the town of Jasper "could hardly be seen on
account of the many trces."3~ Frances Moore. Jr.. stated that the town only
contained about '"l\ve!ve or fourteen houses" in 1840.:J :; Nevertheless. Jasper's
small size was offset by the joviality of its citizens. There were many public
gatherings. barbecues. balls. and other festivities held in the town. and one
writer stated that "it was no uncommon thing for the women and girls to ride
ten miles to a barbecue. and then dance until daylight. ".~li Sam Houston could
testify to the hospitality of the citizens of Jasper. Sometime during l83R he
spent a night in the town where a ball was held in his honor. Backwoodsmen
from all over the country attended the grdnd barbecue. heard the patriotic
speeches given in Houston's honor. and wore their Sunday clothes at the ball
held in the log framed courthouse.:l7 William Priest. who left Jasper to seek his
fortune in the California Gold Rush of 1849. wrote to a friend on July 10. 1851.
declaring:
I spent the fourth of July at work but I felt miserable all day as I knew if
1 was in old Jasper I could be at a dance and I was dreaming all night
how I thought I could hear the fiddle and fiddler say premenade (sic)
allY
The citizens of Jasper took great pride in their log courthouse and jail
which was erected in the late 18305 on the main square of the town.: l ') People
felt secure in knowing that their land deeds and other records were safely
housed in this municipal building. However. this security was temporarily
destroyed with the mysterious burning of the county courthouse and mail on
October 23. 1849. Arson was suspected. but an investigation which lasled
throughout the 1850s failed to identify a criminal. A large. frame, two-story
courthouse was built on the same site shortly after the fire. and most of the
deeds were quickly refiled ..l. O
Jasper enjoyed a large variety of stores and businesses during the 1850s.
Jacob DeCordova. \vho visited Jasper in 1857. spoke of the town as
"containing about four-hundred inhabitants ..
seven or eight stores of
assorted merchandise
. and a good courthouse. "41 Shortly after the Civil
War two hotels were huilt near the to\\'n square. Prominent among the citizens
of Jasper was Dr. William M. Neyland. who was responsible for delivering
most of the babies in Jasper in its early years: Dr. Stephen H. Everitt. a
merchant whose store :-.upplied the ncighhoring re:-.idents: and Hanihal Goode.
the Chief Justice of the county for many years.4~
In addition to business and civic affairs. the citizens of Jasper showed an
early interest in providing an education for their children. Consequently. town
officials petitioned the state legislature for a chal1er for a school. The State of
Texas honored their request on November 24. [851 by creating the Jasper
Collegiate Institute.~:1 The school received its first pupils in 1852. and served
the families of Jasper County for the next decade and a half. Offering a wide
curriculum. ~everaJ hundred students graduated from its program. H
Two miles north of the Bevilport-Jaspcr road and five miles northwest of
Jasper is the community of Peach Tree. Settled prior to the Civil War. this
community took its name from the wild peach trees which grew prolifically in
the area.~~ The land surrounding the town was considered the best in Jasper
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County, and large farms were cultivated in and around Peach Tree. Ramsey C.
Armstrong. an early Jasper County minister and school teacher, recalled
moving to Peach Tree shortly after the Civil War. He established a farm "doing
most of the building with my own hands" and taught school. 46 Due largely to
Armstrong's efforts. the Peach Tree Academy opened its doors to Jasper
County scholars.
E. I. Kellie. editor of the Jaspcr I\lews-Boy. attended a commencement at
the Peach Tree Academy in 187 t and reported that:
The examination came off on Friday. the 23rd (June, apl). and we
were highly pleased with the whole affair. A large number of persons
were present from almost every section of the county. The rehearsal of
lessons during the day were all very good
. At twelve o'clock the
immense throng were invited to partake of the dinner furnished by the
neighborhood and patrons of the school. Peach Tree has always
carried the palm for generosity in furnishing good dinners to visitors,
but this time they overdone anything we ever witnessed in the way of
public dinners, It seems to us that all vied with each other to see who
could bring the most ... and the necessary beverage of Texans, strong
coffee was there by the barrel. 4.7
At its zenith. Peach Tree had a population of about one hundred people
and possessed a post office, a general store, and a gristmill. However, postal
services were discontinued during the 1890s and today Peach Tree contains
only two country churches and a few scattered farmhouses,411
Another antebellum Jasper County community was Beech Grove. When
George W. Smyth and Frances M. Grigsby married in 1834. they paid
Benjamin Allen. a Jasper carpenter, fifty dollars to build a home for them on
Walnul Run Creek four miles east of the Neches River and eight miles west of
the town of Jasper. 4~1 The little community of Beech Grove developed near the
Smyth home. Although Beech Grove claimed only a few families, many people
visited this early east Texas town to hunt or to talk about politics with George
Smyth, Texas' first Land Commissioner and later a United States
Congressman. Smyth owned a large law library and frequently loaned his
books to visitors. By 1850 Beech Grove had become a regular stopping place
for travelers of the Jasper-Wiess's Bluff road.·~o
In the immediate vicinity of Beech Grove was a stand of large pines, and
west of the community toward the Neches River the terrain became swampy.
Deer. squirrels. game fowl, alligators, and bears lived in this boggy area.
George W. Armstrong. a grandson of George W. Smyth, recorded in his diary
his childhood experiences of growing up in Smyth's "large old hand hewn log
house." Armstrong noted that the Beech Grove townsmen came to his aid one
day when he wandered too far into the swamp and got 10stY Two cemeteries
are all that remain of Beech Grove.
Although there is some disagreement as to the exact year that Sherod and
Alex Wright came from Louisiana into Texas, it is believed they were among
the earliest families to move into the Jasper County area. ~2 With John and
Frances Bevil as their only neighbors, the Wrights settled on two leagues about
twelve miles southwest of Bevil's cabin. There was an abundance of clear
running springs in the thick grove of pine trees near the Wright's homesite, and
they called their new home "Pinetucky. ".~~ In the 1850s Pinetucky was
renamed Magnolia Springs, and several ofthe early families moved to a smaller
community two miles south of the springs known as Mount Union.~4
Dr. John Everett Armstrong brought his family to Magnolia Springs in
1849, and his son, Ramsey C. Armstrong, referred to Pinetucky in his
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autobiography when he said that his family "moved from Arkansas and arrived
in the neighborhood of Pinetucky. Jasper County. Texas, December 12,
1849."55 The Armstrong family purchased 1,100 acres of land from Sherod
Wright and immediately began clearing the land for spring planting. Other early
settlers of Magnolia Springs included James Bean. a fiery evangelist. and
James Lee. Lee owned the only general store in Magnolia Springs. He
advertised his merchandise in the Jasper N (!l1's-Bo,v under the motto: "Quick
sales and small profits.' ·.~6
In 1882 the Texas Tram and Lumber Company moved its logging camp to
Magnolia Springs and floated logs from Wright's landing down the Neches
River to Beaumont.:>7 In 1894 the logging camp moved to Kirbyville, leaving
Magnolia Springs virtually desolate.
Four miks northea~t of Magnolia Springs on the old Jasper road was the
farming community of Erin. Prior to the Civil War this community had a
general store and post office. Mail services were discontinued during the
reconstruction years, and Erin did not enjoy a post office from 1877 to 1882.
Erin had a large cotton gin which served neighboring communities well into the
twentieth century. ~8
Another antebellum Jasper County community was Holly Springs. This
settlement was established in 1850 near a perennial spring in present Newton
County. After the Civil War the postmaster at Holly Springs moved four miles
west of the first settlement. building his new home on the Jasper-Newton road
in Jasper County. The name of the settlement moved with him. Serving as a
half-way station between Newton and Jasper. Holly Spring:) contained two
large general merchandise stores shortly after the Civil War. These were
owned by William S. McCree and A. Adams. Here local citizens purchased
seed, farming implement:), groceries, and clothing. Today, Holly Springs
contains only a church or two. and a cemetery. ;>!l
When the Benjamin Richardson family moved into Texas in UOO, they
settled along the east bank of the Neches River several miles below the village
of Bevilport. Acquiring a league of land from Empresario Lorenzo de Zavala,
Richardson built his home overlooking the river and opemted a ferry for many
years. Before 1851 this location was known to rivermen as Richardson's
Bluff. 60
After the death of Ben Richardson in 1849, his wife sold the land to three
brothers, John A., Philip D., and Charles T. Ford, of Baltimore, Maryland.
Consequently the name of Richardson's Bluff changed to Ford's Bluff. After
inspecting their new properties. the Ford brothers decided that money could be
made in the sawmill business. Philip Ford traveled to New Orleans to purchase
machinery for a proposed mill. He was exposed to yellow fever while in New
Orleans and died three days after returning to Jasper County. John and Charles
left Ford's Bluff shortly after their brother's death. 61 In later years they sold
their property to several Jasper County citizens.
The antebellum community of Wiess's Bluff developed on the east bank of
the Neches River ncar the home of Simon Wiess. the towns' founder. Born in
Lublin, Poland, in 1800, Wiess led an eventful life before moving to Texas in
1837. Sam Houston, then President of the Texas Republic, was impressed with
Wiess's vast linguistic knowledge and appointed him as deputy collector of
customs at Camp Sabine (present Sabinetown). In December, 1837, Wiess
married Margaret Sturrock of Natchitoches, Louisiana. and the newly married
couple lived in Nacogdoches for a while. In 1838 Wiess took his family and a
load of cotton by keelboat to Sabine Pass via the Neches River, to sell. The
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Wiess family lived for a while at Grigsby's Bluff, now the present ~ite of Port
Neches. and in 1840 moved again, to a site some sixteen miles north of
Beaumont on the Neches River. It was here that he established the town of
Wiess's Bluff.'i2
Located in the extreme southwest corner of Jasper County, this town
served as the southern terminus of the Jasper-Wiess's Bluff road. Here at the
head of tidewater on the Neches River, Wiess built a store and several
warehouses for cotton and other agricultural crops.63 During the dry seasons,
when it was impossible to travel upriver by steamboat, Jasper County farmers
came to Wiess's Bluff in wagons to purchase goods imported from Sabine Pass,
Writing about the town which he founded. Wiess stated in 1859 that he had
resided here for nearly nineteen years. He believed that this was a healthy
section of the country, because "we have never had occasion to employ a
physician." He also noted that pine and cypress were the predominant trees.
and most of the settlers engaged in either farming or cattle raising. fI4
During the Civil War, Wiess's Bluff served as a depot for military goods,
and near the end of the war a small detachment of Confederate soldiers were
stationed here to guard quartermaster supplies which were stockpiled in this
community. fi~ Large amounts of cotton were also stored in the warehouses at
Wiess's B1utf. and as late as February, 1865, thirty to forty grown Negro men
were working at the dock of this town. fifi
By the late 1860s. the steamboat made its debut on the docks of the
Wiess's Bluff waterfront, thus beginning a new era for the town. Florence
Stratton. an early Jasper County resident, recalled a round-trip steamboat ride
from Wiess's Bluff to Sabine Pass which cost two dollars and fifty cents "meals included!"fi7 In the river logging days of the 19705 and 18805. Wiess's
Bluff became the site of a major logging operation for the Beaumont Lumber
Company. During these years it counted almost two thousand people among its
population. But the failure of the railroad to go through the town in the 1890s
ended the importance of Wiess's Bluff, and today it is the site of a cemetery
and several weathered houses still overlooking the Neches River. 68
The last decade of the nineteenth century witnessed great changes in
Jasper County. River transportation ended, and with the coming of the
railroads in the 1890s, new waves of immigrants poured into the county, New
towns and communities replaced many of those of the antebellum years. By the
turn of the century, the timber industry brought new economic growth to the
county. Yet. even today, names in rural cemeteries, locations of forgotten
towns. and a few personal memoirs. diaries. and letters serve to remind the
citizens of Jasper County of their rich heritage.
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RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION: THE TEXAS CHOICE
by Richard Moore

On May 18, 1861, William Pitt Ballinger of Galveston, Texas, wrote to
Henry H. Williams of Baltimore, Maryland,
1 fear we have fallen on evil times. I shall never believe the disruption
of the Union was necessary. I was one of the 30 in Galveston who
voted against it. But there is no alternative now but to become
conquered subjects of the North, or fight for our independence to the
last gasp.'

His observation neatly capsulated the potential fate of Texas and the
Confederacy; and yet more than two years were to pass following the
Confederate surrender before the South became. in fact, a "conquered
province."
During this period, political leaders both north and south wrestled with the
constitutional questions raised by the war, and vainly tried a less drastic
alternative that would avoid the logical consequences of total military victory.
Such was the objective of the Lincoln-Johnson administration, an objective
which failed attainment because Texans, like other Confederates, ultimately
preferred the humiliation of being conquered to the expediency of being
contrite.
When viewed against the background of fOUf bloody years of fratricidal
warlare, the concessions originally sought by the victors seem reasonable, if
not innocuous. The right of secession must be denied; slavery ended; and
guarantees provided for the future loyalty of the people in the seceded states
with assurances that their new governments be organized by
non-Confederates. Had the North and South been two nations with manifestly
different systems of government, the task of reconstruction on the above terms
would have been easy enough, but such was not the case, for both shared the
same constitution which made no specific provision for revolution, and by the
prevailing Jeffersonian standards, reserved to the states the right to decide, in
large measure, the civil rights of their citizens. Under these circumstances.
two major questions had to be answered; could the state governments of the
South_be organized according to northern demands without doing violence to
accepted republican theories of government; and could the freedman be
guaranteed the civil rights which inured to his being set free? If military force
was used in lieu of democratic methods, many statesmen feared a dangerous
precedent would be set that would eventually destroy the republic. The
reliance on democratic methods, however, would require voluntary
acceptance of the lenient reconstruction proposals so that, in effect, the South
would be given the responsibility of making the choice. Its decision would
determine the course of reconstruction. 2

Texas should have been a select state to test the scheme of voluntary
reconstruction. Unoccupied by invading armies until after the war's end, her
territory was unscathed, and except for the scarcities imposed by the Union
blockade, her economy was still intact. Many of her political leaders looked
forward to surrender, and plans were confidently made to erect a loyal
government to greet the Union armies when they arrived. Some Texans felt the
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conscious humiliation of defeat, but in general, an aura of expectant optimism
prevailed. 3
This optimism caused leading Texas newspapers and prominent statesmen

to advocate cooperation with federal authorities rather than resistance. From
his prison cell in Fort Warren, Massachusetts, John H. Reagan, former
Confederate Postmaster. counseled Texans, "Your condition as a people is
one of novelty and experiment. involving the necessity of political, social, and
industrial reconstruction; after a sweeping and thorough revolution in all these
respects; and this is to be accomplished in opposition to your education.
traditional policy, and prejudices."4 P. W. Gray. former Confederate
congressman, declared that "Our effort, , , should be to restore our people and
our state to their constitutional relations to the federal government, and in good
faith regulate our institutions according to the radical changes which have
taken place."5
This cooperatIOn, it was thought, would be reciprocated by the newly
appointed governor, A.J. Hamilton, The Marshall Texas Repuhlican, wbose
editor. R.W, Loughery, was a former : 'fire eating" secessionist, suggested in
June 1865 that the new governor "by kindness and conciliation, and by
protecting the industrial interests of the State, can attach the people to him as
no other governor has before."6 The Texas State Gazette declared, "He has
been a wholesome check upon the rampant spirit of partisan contests for
political preferment-a balance wheel in the political machinery to whose
ability the people are indebted for much of the conciliatory spirit which
influenced them., .. "1 P,W. Gray wrote;o ... from my knowledge of Hamilton, I do not apprehend vindictiveness. He will be conciliatory."~ In return for
an admission of defeat, Texans expected concessions from the victor in the
form of conciliatory rule.
The extend of further concessions they were willing to make was clearly
defined from the beginning and did not include an admission of guilt. Dr,
Ashbel Smith and William Pitt Ballinger announced this position to General
E.R.S. Canby when they went to Louisiana before the war's end to discuss
surrender terms. Texans, the General was told, did not feel "any regret for
their past opinions ... or offered any disavowal of them.'·9 His theme would be
echoed later by numerous county conventions which professed loyalty to the
Union, but insisted that secession and slavery were illegal as the consequence
of the "decision of the sword. "10 Texas Confederates were willing to admit
defeat-in this sense they were conquered-but their pride prevented them
from giving sign of contrition. They had revolted like the Americans of 1776.
"They succeeded, we failed," wrote Guy M. Bryan who asked, "Is failure a
crime in the eye of the liberal, refined, and educated?" 11 Governor Hamilton's
policy, ex-Confederate General J.F. Harrison thought, would not be to oppress
such men who had "acted honestly in defending long cherished principles." 12
Because he had fought for these principles, P.W. Gray did not "feel morally
guilty of crime or treason." He had only "violated that construction of the
Constitution and laws that was contended for."13 Under these circumstances
neither past nor future allegiance could be doubted. This kind of rationale made
it easy for Texans to take the loyalty oath in good conscience, although many
advocated the more practical reason of gaining control of local government.
Their apparent sincerity, ironicallY, would strain their relationship with
the comparatively mild provisional government of A.J. Hamilton, because
although the Governor did not seriously challenge the loyalty oaths or provide
an impediment to pardons, he was not hesitant to contrast the Texans who
fought for the Union with those who supported the Confederacy. "I have been
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willing to accord to many of those who gave their support to the cause of
Secession, honorable and patriotic motives," he said in his Address to the
People of Texas, "though candor obliges me to say that their perversion of
judgement filled me with ... astonishment. And I think that all right minded
men of that class ought now to be able to see they were deceived. "14 This type
of criticism, together with Hamilton's refusal to call for immediate elections to
choose a constitutional convention, eroded the early optimism of
ex-Confederates that a speedy return to the Union would occur without some
further concessions, and contributed to the exaggerated, but uniformly hostile
attitude held by most Texans towards the Governor.
The lack of any clearly designed reconstruction policy by either the
Johnson administration or the Congress further complicated Hamilton's task.
Lincoln's veto of the Wade-Davis Bill had left the responsibility for
reconstruction in the hands of the President, whose authority was based on his
constitutional role of Commander-in-Chief. The corresponding authority of the
provisional governor was unclear, because there was no definite delineation of
military and civilian duties, and because in the absence of fighting, continued
military activity could be interpreted as a violation of the basic tenets of the
Lincoln-Johnson reconstruction program. Ashbel Smith pointed out the
anomaly when he declared, "The surrender of our troops has made us all
citizens of the United States, and this is true whatever may have been our
wishes to the contrary."u In a democratic republic, could there be military
rule in peacetime?
For his part, Hamilton did not anticipate any trouble with the military
because he did not believe the determination of the relative jurisdictions of civil
and military tribunals to be in his purview. He knew that civil authorities alone
could not enforce the law, and that loyal citizens, particularly Negroes, could
not be given the protection of the courts without the presence of a military
force. Plainly, military authority superseded that of the provisional
government. "There is no Constitutional State Government," he wrote
General H.G. Wright. Therefore his government existed only at the will of the
President, and his authority as Provisional Governor was limited to those
measures necessary to write a new constitution and form a new government.
Only when this new government was accepted by Washington would military
authority be superseded by civilian authority. 16
Hamilton's practical interpretation of his role, in reality, conformed more
to the reconstruction theories of the radical Republicans than to those of
President Johnson. Like the radicals, he doubted the Johnson theory that the
goals of reconstruction could be fully achieved by voluntary action. Reports
coming from variou~ parts of the state convinced him that the verdict of the
war concerning slavery was not being accepted, and that freedmen were being
mistreated, sometimes murdered. 17 Accordingly, he had no objection to trial of
such offenses before military tribunals; on the contrary, he thought it was
mandatory. "The Government having declared the Negro free, is committed to
the protection of their freedom," he wrote. Should civil authorities alone be
entrusted with the protection of their civil rights, "the effort would be a farce at
best-possibly a tragedy," he warned. ls
Subsequent events would prove that the treatment of the Negro was the
litmus test for acceptable reconstruction governments, but several months
were to pass before Texan intransigence to the will of Congress became
sufficient to compel complete military control. Until then, Johnson's voluntary
submission theory had an opportunity to be tested. On June 25, 1865, Governor
Hamilton declared that the people of Texas were "invited to engage in the
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work of reconstructing local government for themselves," so that they could
"occupy by their own act, their former position in the Union. "19 As a first step
to restoring order, he made massive appointments of local magistrates.
depending only on the loyalty oath to separate unionists from unregenerate
Confederates. He had little choice. The functions of local government had
changed little since 1861, and, in effect. Hamilton's generous acceptance to
loyalty oaths and his generally uncritical support of applications for pardons
for Confederate office holders provided a continuity of gover::tment on the local
level sorely needed in the chaotic aftermath of the collapse of Confederate rule.
For most Texans, the Civil War had meant a change of government in title
only; their sheriffs and J.P.s remained the same.2:0 Obviously there were not
enough uncompromised Texas unionists to take their place, and in the few
instances where the attempt was made, the reaction was immediate and
hostile. "Consult the people over whom you appoint officers l and know their
wishes," a correspondent advised Governor Hamilton. "Do not be misled by
little, petty, lying, pretended union men l " he warned. 2 !
The willingness of Texans at the local level to submit to the victims of
voluntary reunion was of critical importance for President Johnson's moderate
reconstruction program. If they did not heed the advice of prominent Texans
like John Reagan, and if they succumbed to the racial arguments and appeals to
southern pride made by unreconciled Confederates, little chance existed for
democratically achieved reconstruction. Reports coming to Austin were not
encouraging. A.K. Foster of Halletsville warned Hamilton that the "rebels
know your kind sympathizing disposition, and are banking on it ... to get
appointments from their own ranks under your authority." "Such men care no
more about an oath than a hog does about Sunday," wrote J.M. McAlphin of
Cass County. Hamilton's unionist supporters had little faith in their rebel
neighbors. "Conciliatory measures will not suit a majority of the citizens of
this country," Charles Ames wrote from Marion County, •'The plan is working
here now for the disloyal citizens to take the oath and beat the loyal citizen at
voting." A.A. Devalon wrote from Corpus Christi that his neighbors were
"welded to their idols ... They must know that we are masters, and masters
intend to be. "22 This pessimism was reflected in the reports Hamilton sent to
Washington. Most Texans seemed willing to obey the laws, were glad to have
the protection of the Government, and were anxious to accept every benefit it
conferred he wrote President Johnson, "Still it must be confessed that a great
many, even of this class, have had their minds and their hearts to perverted by
past teachings that they accept the favor of Government as a matter of course
without feeling any corresponding obligations of their part to make the slightest
sacrifice to sustain the Government or its policy. "23 Burdened with such
doubts, Hamilton delayed eight months before calling for elections to choose a
constitutional convention.
l

l

The ensuing campaign for convention seats clearly revealed how far the
understanding of the essentials of Johnson's reconstruction program filtered
into the ranks of the populace. Their selection of convention delegates
demonstrated their reluctance to accept the leadership of Texas loyalists, and
the campaign rhetoric of the candidates revealed how far both secessionists
and pre-war unionists who served the Confederacy went to appeal to the
emotions of a people recently defeated in a war in which Texas loyalists were
the enemy. The Republican opponent of Sawyers A. Bradshaw for a
convention seat from Ellis County wrote Hamilton that Bradshaw was openly
championing his Confederate loyalty. "He came down with John Brown's raid,
Helper's Book, Sharp's Rifles ... and was cheered at Waxahachie till glass fell
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out of the windows." Guadalupe County voters elected unpardoned General
John Ireland to the convention, causing A.S. Wright to exclaim, "Pretty Logicl
Ireland engineered us out-he yet believes he was right-to be consistent we
elect him to engineer us back. "24 Ireland was not alone because in the ranks of
the secessionists elected were such prominent Confederates as H.R. Runnels,
O.M. Roberts, R.S. Walker, and T.N. Waul.
The extent the convention went to amend the Texas constitution to satisfy
the national congress was determined by its majority's own stubborn states'
rights principles and attitudes about Negro civil rights, and by the political
atmosphere In Washington, D.C., where President Johnson had already vetoed
the Freedman's Bureau bill and was taking a position against the Civil Rights
Acts and the Fourteenth Amendment. In his opening address to the
convention, Hamilton stated in mild terms what came to be considered the
radical position. The new constitution must guarantee the blacks their minima
of legal decency, "Justice required that this now despised race shall be
protected in the beneficial enjoyment of the great boon which has been
accorded them," he said, and warned, "Any system of laws, therefore,
intended to deprive them of the actual fruits ofliberty will meet with resistance
from the Congress of the United States." Asking that the convention take the
proper steps to restore peace and tranquility, he added that there was actually
little choice, because in the long run "the views of the nation" would triumph.
Because of the impression given to Washington, the governor also opposed the
convention membership of unpardoned Confederate generals,25
The call for black civil rights served to harden the conservative and radical
positions of the convention delegates, although ample evidence already was
available that the basic divisions were well-drawn before the convention
began. The Marshall Texas Republican editoralized on January 2, 1866
On the 7th of February, the State Convention will assemble at Austin.
Fresh from the people, and with full knowledge of the condition;
socially and politically, we trust they will proceed to organize, as
speedily as possible, a civil government. Until this is obtained, there
can be no security. The radical party, rendered insane by the power
which they have acquired and unjustly retained, and full of hatred to
the people of the South are prepared for fresh exactions. No
character. nor amount of self-abasement or humiliation by our people
will satisfy them. They are aiming at nothing short of our complete
prostration; and the transfer of the political power of these states to
the emancipated Blacks. 26
This public hostility to the alleged radical party was stated with just as much
vehemence in private by the soon-to-be President of the convention, J,W.
Throckmorton. "If the Southern states are not to be received back as equals in
every sense," he wrote S.H. Epperson on January 21, ", .. if they have to
send men to Congress who left the country in the hour of distress, why surely
we had better not be represented." As for civil rights for the blacks, he thought
that their right to testify in courts, "would be an entering wedge to sitting on
juries, suffrage, and finally to perfect social and political equality." On the
subject of constitutional amendments, "I have made up my mind to oppose any
changes except those required of a degraded and fallen people. "27
The debates of the convention served as a sieve to filter out the radicals
from the conservative ranks. In broad classification, the delegates represented
three pre-war political groups: Texas unionists who opposed secession and
either fought for the Union or refused service in the Confederacy; Texas
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unionists who opposed secession, but for various reasons supported the
Confederacy; and Texas secessionists. Conceivably, a coalition of
anti-secessionists could have been strong enough to make the necessary
changes in the constitution and form a government with policies and leaders
acceptable to the national congr~ss. A test case for their combined strength
came early in the convention when a resolution was introduced to declare the
Ordinance of Secession void ah initio; that is, secession was void from the
beginning. The defeat of the resolution indicated that the convention was
controlled by the secessionists forces who, when the debates over Negro civil
rights began, quickly received within their ranks the quondam unionists. "The
Paschal or administration party, are a unit, and will I think go lengths if they
could, that our folks (Union men as they claim to be) would repudiate, and they
would turn to us 'fire eaters' for protection against all kinds of radicalism,"
R.S. Walker wrote from. the convention. The Paschal forces he referred to
were those led by James .A. Paschal, A.H. Latimer, William M. Taylor, and
A.P. Shuford." The opposition leaders were publicly reported to be
secessionists, J.W. "Smoky" Henderson and Judge a.M. Roberts, and
pre-war unionist John Hancock. Convention President J.W. Throckmorton
was reported to be supporting the latter. 29
The results of the convention conformed with what the majority of the
members considered to be President Johnson's minimum requirements. and
taken at face value, the newly amended constitution could be described as
progressive. The civil rights it allowed freedmen did not substantially differ
from the privileges granted by the United States constitution; in fact, more
specific rights were delegated by the Texas constitution than by the
pre-fourteenth amendment national document. With few exceptions, the
convention delegates who were considered radicals, including E.J. Davis and
J. W. Flanagan, signed the document. However, the subsequent contest for
governor, held against the background of the intlamatory battle in Washington
between the unyielding President Johnson and the Republican controlled
congress, made the results of the convention deliberations irrelevant. The
opposing camps formed at the convention quickly identified either with the
radical Republicans, or with President Johnson and his supporters in the
North, and the highly exaggerated rhetoric of the summer campaign to elect
state officers reflected the desperate battle engaged in Washington where
Johnson's fate became tied inextricably with that of the reconstructed Texas
government,30
After some early support was elicited for John Hancock 3:nd B.H.
Epperson, a coalition ·of ex-Confederates formed the Conservatlve- Union
ticket, naming J.W. Throckmorton and George W. Jones to be candidates for
governor and lieutenant~governor respectively. Their choice of the title
"conservative" was particularly useful, for their opponents would be more
easily associated with the "radicals" in Washington. and because the normal
political usage of the term was broad enough to include pre-war Democrats and
Whigs. A conservative became one who opposed "radical" reconstruction,
and who did not abandon his patriotic identity with the Confederate South,:H
"Rebellion and Treason," P.W. Gray wrote. "are growing to be considered
most favorable virtues. "32
The political rewards for these virtues were not overlooked by J. W.
Throckmorton. He c"arefully aligned himself with southern nationalists during
the constitutional convention, and appealed to southern pride during the
course of the campaign.:!:! His strategy was well conceived, although his
victory was pyrrhic. Twenty-two delegates to the convention publicly
endorsed him. They came both from the ranks of the anti~secessionists-John
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Hancock-and the secessionists-O.M. Roberts, and they all voiced a
common theme: they were standing with President Andrew Johnson in the
battle to save constitutional government. In a newspaper advertisement
circulated throughout the state they announced their support for
Throckmorton because he backed President Johnson's policy of restoration
which was "based on the constitution." They knew he was opposed to Negro
suffrage and "the hasty and inconsiderate elevation of the Negro to political
equality." The opposition in Texas, they claimed, were adherents of the
radical branch of the Republican Party in the North "who have declared their
intention to reduce us to a condition of territorial vassalage, and to place us
below the level of those who were once our slaves." These Texas radicals, it
was charged, "are determined to aid and abet Stevens, Sumner, and Phillips in
their opposition to the policy of the PresidenUH Their names, thirty-four of
them, were published in the Marshall Texas Republican "in order that our
readers may be advised of who these extreme radicals are," and included E.M.
Pease, the Republican candidate for governor. 3~
The political stance of the Pease- Flanagan ticket differed little from that of
provisional Governor Hamilton. "No people in the world were ever suddenly
placed in a more trying and embarrassing situation than we now are," Pease
thought. The Negro had to be treaded as a freedman "in regard to all personal
rights," and if the state constitution and laws were not framed on that basis, he
warned, military and not civil authorities would exercise jurisdiction. 36 "The
old secession politicians are very active against me," he wrote his daughter,
"and if the people still follow their consels [sic], I shall be defeated." The vote
count was 49,277 for Throckmorton to 12,168 for Pease-"about the same as it
was in 1861 for secession," Pease remarked. 37
Throckmorton's victory was obviously a triumph of the political forces in
Texas who aligned themselves with Andrew Johnson, and their subsequent
behavior rightly or wrongly identified the President with the unrepentant
ex-Confederates in Texas. Secessionists a.M. Roberts and David Burnet were
elected to the United States Senate; Governor Throckmorton stoutly opposed
the adoption of the fourteenth amendment and the presence of the Freedman's
Bureau; and the military occupation forces were confronted with increased
numbers of charges of atrocities committed against freedmen. When Johnson's
political fortunes reached their nadir with the start of impeachment
proceedings, Texas shared a similar fate. In August, 1867, Governor
Throckmorton was removed from his elected position by General Philip
Sheridan, and E.M. Pease was appointed in his stead.
The experiment in voluntary submission begun by Abraham Lincoln was
ended. To many Texans it marked the "triumph of the military, and the death
of civil government. "3R Governor Pease had a different opinion. "The great
majority of the white population of our state seemed to have profited very little
from their past experience," he said in his inaugural address. The alternative to
their control would be "a new coalition of loyal whites and blacks," he
forecasted. 3D

The new coalition did not represent the majority of Texans, most of whom
had supported the Confederacy, but it did represent the majority of the national

electorate as the elections of 1868 were to show; a majority which would
ultimately be the judge of the proper use of the constitution.
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OLD AUSTIN COLLEGE IN HUNTSVILLE:
AN EARLY CHAPTER IN EAST TEXAS EDUCATIONAL HISTORY
by Jack W. Humphries

As the war clouds of Revolution were darkening the Texas horizon late in
1835. a small trading post on a group of hills in the East Texas pine country
west of the Trinity River was gaining its life's breath. Pleasant Gray, who had
arrived in the area a few years earlier, applied to the State of Coahuila on
November 20, 1834, for a league ofland in the low hills between the Trinity and
San Jacinto Rivers, and on July 10. 1835, the seven square-mile grant was
issued. Latc in 1835, Pleasant, this time accompanied by his brother Ephraim
and their families, arrived from Huntsville. Alabama to make this settlement
barely beyond the area inhabited by the Indians of deep East Texas. They
borrowed the name Huntsville to designate the new outpost and the name
stuck.
The pride of the Grays' in the new community was infectious, and within a
few years the citizens of the fledgling settlement had made several efforts to
securely establish Huntsville as a center of prominence in early Texas.
Pleasant Gray donated a tract of land on which was constructed a brick
building used initially as a boys' school.
In 1845, the year in which Texas entered the Union. Huntsville made an
unsuccessful bid for the location of Baylor College but lost out to
Independence. In 1845. the Texas Banner appeared as the town's first
newspaper. Huntsville Academy received its charter, and a public building was
erected to mark the town square as the result of a subscription effort organized
by J.e. Smith, Henderson Yoakum. and Robert Smither. Since Walker County
had been organized in July of this same year. Huntsville was now assured as
the location for the county seat. In 1847, the new State government decided to
locate the penitentiary in the community. a move which in the eyes of the local
citizens added substantially to the stature and importance of the town. By
mid-century, Connecticut traveler Melinda Rankin observed that "There is
perhaps no inland town in the State, combining in so great a degree the
advantages of good society. health. religious and educatiunal advantages, and
business facilities as Huntsville.
"1
Early Huntsville leaders had aspirations for the settlement to become the
capital of the new state, The first State Constitution. which was written in
1845, stipulated that the frontier settlement of Austin would serve as the capital
for five years, after which an election would determine its location for the
ensuing two decades. Huntsville was interested. A five-acre tract of land
encompassing a magnificent hill about one-quarter mile south of the town
square and belonging to George W, Rogers bore the popular local designation
of Capitol Hill which revealed its intended use. However, when the election
was held. Huntsville and Techuanna Hills both lost uut to Austin which
retained the capital, which local citizens attributed to the illegal Mexican vote
of the Rio Grande country. Huntsville citizens, however. were not long in
espousing another civic cause,
Presbyterian mission work in the territory of Texas as early as 1835 came
under the jurisdiction of the Synod of Mississippi, and the zeal of early
ministers of the church fostered the establishment of several church schools,
Jack W. Humphrie!:j is Vice President and Profen·or of History at Sam Houston State
University, HuntSl'ille.
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academies, and colleges. Efforts by Presbyterians to establish an ongoing
program in East Texas ended unsuccessfully in 1847 with the closing of both
Nacogdoches and San Augustine "Universities," The Presbytery of the
Brazos, which had been organized in 1840. had been seriously considering for
several years founding a "College of the West," but those plans which called
for locating the college in the Goliad/Seguin/San Antonio area were disrupted
and delayed by the War with Mexico which began in 1846.
One of the more dynamic, mission-oriented Presbyterian ministers in
Texas in the late 18405 was Daniel Baker. Baker had spent time on the Texas
frontier in the early years of the decade, but in 1848 he returned to Texas from
Mississippi and became the pastor of the Presbyterian congregation in
Galveston. In short order he emerged as a leader in the Brazos Presbytery and
in 1849 became convinced that the time was right for the establishment of a
new Presbyterian college, In an early summer meeting of the Presbytery,
Baker secured approval of an effort to seriously pursue the location of a college
in the "Middle Texas" area. His visit to Huntsville in August of 1849 to
conduct a series of church meetings was in keeping with this effort. Baker
him~elf wrote of his Huntsville visit:
I had never as yet been in Huntsville, Middle Texas; but having heard
a favourable account of the place, I went there, and held a protracted
meeting, which lasted a few days . . . I mentioned to some of the
prominent citizens of the place that the Presbytery of Brazos had
resolved to take measures for the establishment of a Presbyterian
College, , . I told them I was pleased with Huntsville ... A town
meeting was immediately called. Colonel Y {Yoakum], . , . and other
gentlemen made speeches in favour of the enterprise. 2
Robert Smither agreed to raise subscriptions in Huntsville for the college.
These efforts resulted subsequently in $10.000 in pledges and five acres of land
belonging to G.W. Rogers which had been intended originally for the State
capitol. 3
In late summer, the Brazos Presbytery, influenced strongly by Baker,
accepted a committee report which recommended locating the college in
Huntsville, and on November 22 of the same year, Governor George P. Woods
signed a charter for the new college, Austin College, as it was designated,
following approval by the Legislature. The charter draft itself was principally
the work of Yoakum, who collaborated closely with Baker. 4 The local
Huntsville Presbyterian congregation had suggested Baker College or San
Jacinto College as possible names in the event that the school was to be created
and located in Huntsville. However, Baker preferred that the school not bear
his name; consequently, the Board selected the name Austin. 5
During the winter of 1849-50, Baker continued his work on behalf of
organizing and implementing a program for the new college and served as
president pro tern for the Presbytery until a president could be elected by the
Board of Trustees. Baker's choice was Dr. Samuel McKinney, whom Baker
persuaded to remove from Mississippi and assist him in the organization of the
new school. McKinney, a Presbyterian minister as well as an educator. served
as president of Chalmers Institute in Mississippi before following Baker to
Texas. He took charge of the Huntsville Male Institute upon his arrival early in
1850,6 His family joined him a short time later.
On AprilS, 1850, the Board of Trustees for Austin College met for the first
time following incorporation and officially elected Dr. McKinney as president.
At the same meeting Baker was appointed general agent for the College to seek

26

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

support for the sustenance of its programs. McKinney continued to teach
the academy for the duration of the year, and the building used by
the academy also served the College until the first permanent structure was
completed in 1853. In 1851, the Institute became the preparatory department of
the College.
The first Board of Trustees, which included such notables as Anson Jones,
Sam HOllston, J. Wade Hampton, J, Carroll Smith, Dr. John Branch, Yoakum,
and Baker, determined at its initial meeting to accept the offer of the Capitol
Hill site for the construction of a building. Ahner H. Cook, the first
superintendent of the State Penitentiary in Huntsville, worked with the
executive committee of the Board in the following months in designing the first
structure and in arranging to have brick available for construction. At the
meeting of the Board on June 24, 1851, Yoakum, a member of the executive
committee, reported that "300 thousand brick from Connor and Royal" had
been paid for and delivered and that a kiln had been purchased from the State
Penitentiary.7
Earlier in the spring, the Board had contracted with W,M, Barrett of
Huntsville to construct the building, and Barrett agreed to furnish all materials
except the brick, lime, and tin roofing. The lime and tin roofing were obtained
by Daniel Baker, and the Board proceeded to plan a cornerstone ceremony in
conjunction with the June meeting. ~
Amid considerable pomp and circumstance on June 24, the cornerstone of
the Austin College Building was laid. The early summer day dawned quite
warm. General Sam Houston, who had missed the first meeting of the Board,
was on hand for the occasion. A procession of dignitaries and citizens formed
at the public square and were led to the college grounds by Col. James
Gillespie, Grand Marshall of the ceremony. The procession included the Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of Texas, the Knights Templar,
members of the Forrest Lodge, the Masons' Marshall of the Day for the
occasion Adolphus Sterne, students of the Huntsville Female Academy and
the Huntsville Male Institute, and a "large and respectable number of visiting
ladies and gentlemen. "n
Col. R.E.B. Baylor pronounced the invocation for the occasion, and the
cornerstone deposits were made. The deposits were carefully considered and
impressive. They included: a copy of the United States Constitution; a copy of
the Texas State Constitution; a history of the admission of each state into the
Union; Washington's Farewell Address; a list of the names of the officers of
the Federal and State governments; a list of the names of the officers and
trustees of Austin College; specimens of the Revolutionary currency of the
original thirteen states and of the currency of the Republic of Texas;
Disturnell's map of North America "with the new boundaries up to the present
year"; a Congressional Directory; various pamphlels, samples of newspapers,
names of the architect and workmen engaged in the construction; and a copy of
the "Sacred Writings."!1l The stone was then set "in due and ancient form,"
and the crowd retired to a nearby grove where President McKinney delivered
an address. Several accounts record that Generdl Houston rose from his
platform seat and held an umbrella over President McKinney during the
address to shield him from the sun. Sterne, in his diary account of the
proceedings,ll states that the activities of the day were concluded with a large
public dinner-a "bountiful repast". the Minutes of the Austin College Board
noted-and a ball at the courthouse that evening.
The Austin College Building slowly began to take shape during late 1851.
The trustees hoped that it would be completed by mid-summer of 1852, but
part~time at
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construction was still underway when it was occupied for the first time in
October of that year. The two-story building was eighty by fifty feet with ten
rooms, two of them oversized and designated for assembly purposes. The
balcony on the north front was supported by four large Tuscan-style columns,
and the flat roof supported a cupola, the pinnacle of which reached seventy
feet. 12
When completed in 1853 the structure was impressive indeed. Its position
atop Capitol Hill gave it prominence not only over the hills of Huntsville but
over all of Walker County. Rev. J.M. Fullenwider observed that "It
overlooked the town in the valley north about a half-mile distant and the

country beyond for miles away. During commencement exercises when the
building was brilliantly illuminated, the illumination could be seen eighteen
miles away ,"13 Austin College historian P.E. Wallace later wrote that "It was
the most handsome college edifice in the State of Texas until after the close of
the war and possibly had no peer in the Southwest. It was the pride of
Huntsville, the delight of the Presbytery, and the wonder of visitors of that
locality." 14
The curriculum of the new college was rigorous and was rooted
exclusively in the trivium and the quadrivium. The Board established for the
1850-51 term the following courses of study:!!>
FRESHMAN CLASS
First Session
The first six books of the AEnid; Xenophon's Anabasis; Greek Testament; Latin
and Grek [sicI Exercises; Algebra.

Second Session
Odes of Horace; Xenophon's Memorabilia; Geometry; Latin and Greek Exercises; Greek Testament continued; [sic]

SOPHOMORE CLASS
First Session
Satires of Horace; Alcestis of Euripides;
Trigonometry; Mensuration, Surveying
and and Navigation; Latin and Greek
Exercises; Greek Testament, continued.

Second Session
Cicero de Officiis; de Amicitia; de Senectute; Homer's IIliad; Euripides; Linear
Perspective and Analytical Geometry;
Latin and Greek Exercises; Greek Testament, continued.

JUNIOR CLASS
First Session
Juvenal; Sophocles; Spanish or French
Languages, ad libitum; Differential and
Integral Calculus; Latin and Greek Exercises; Greek Testament, continued;
Natural Theology, and Evidences of
Christianity.

Second Session
Livy, Tacitus, Demosthenes, Mechanics,
Architecture. and Astronomy, Rhetoric,
Greek Testament, continued.

SENIOR CLASS
First Session
Persius. Longinus. Hydro-dynamics,
Pneumatics, Electricity, Magnetism and
Optics, With Experiments, Mental phi~
losophy.

Second Session
Moral Philosophy, Meteorology, Geology. Chemistry, With Experiments,
Political Economy, Constitution U.S.A.
(Rawle's.) (sic] General Review of
Studies.

One Board member contended that a curriculum should not be set until
information could be obtained from Eastern schools. Both Baker and Yoakum
argued to the contrary that a delay would be harmful. They contended
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successfully that as a matter of practicality the assembled Board provided the
wisdom and experience required to design a plan of study without further
delay.
The admission standards themselves were not to be taken lightly, A
candidate for the Freshman Class was examined on each of the following
studies:
ADMISSION TO THE COLLEGE
Candidates for the Freshman Class will be examined on the following
studies: English Grammar; Geography; Vulgar, and Decimal

Fractions; Latin and Greek Grammar, including Latin Prosody; Caesar's Commentaries; Cicero's Oratigns, and Jacob's Greek Reader, or their equivalent. First Lessons in
Algebra. 16

The preparatory department of the College was to provide a viable admission
channel for students who lacked an adequate background, and it served
effectively that purpose. Fees were high-too high according to the HuntsviJIe
Item of March 12, 1853-and discipline for both students and faculty was rigid,
but the enrollment was reasonably healthy and ranged between 50 and 80
during the early years.
In June. 1853, Dr. McKinney resigned the presidency of the College as the
result of a smoldering disagreement with General Houston. McKinney and
Houston first differed over the harvesting of a corn crop in 185p7 Houston
called upon his good friend Henderson Yoakum to arbitrate the dispute. But
Houston's feeling toward McKinney ameliomted little thereafter. Early in
1853, McKinney reluctantly accepted the employment of Rev . N.A. Penland, a
nephew by marriage of General Houston. Board efforts, motivated by
Houston, who chaired the Executive Committee, to promote Penland into a
position of influence, and other Board activities having to do with quorums and
proxies, which McKinney judged to be in violation of the Board Charter,
subsequently prompted McKinney's resignation. The Board quickly settled
upon Daniel Baker to succeed McKinney. Baker reluctantly accepted and
served unttl he, too resigned several months before his death in 1857.
Penland himself proved to be an awkward appointment for the Board.
Upon McKinney's resignation, which seems to have been forced to the extent
that Houston knew McKinney likely would resign iffaced with the prospect of
certain ethical compromises. Professor Penland was named president pro tern
until Baker could arrive. However, Penland's tenure was short. Penland had
come to Texas from Alabama, and he was followed by accusations of "ardent
use of spiritous liquors and opium. "18 Not long following his association with
Austin College, rumors of his insobriety began circulating in Huntsville. Early
in 1854, he was charged by the local Presbyterian congregation with the
excessive use of alcoholic beverages and suspended from the membership. He
resigned from the College in short order and died in 1856 near Woodville.
General Houston moved his family from Huntsville to Independence later
in 1853. and although he continued to serve on the Board, he did not return to
Huntsville to live until his removal as Governor in 1861. Some Huntsville
residents believed that Houston was embarrassed by McKinney's resignation,
and since McKinney had a host offricnds in Huntsville, that it was a propitious
time for the General to relocate his family. However, it is likely that Mrs.
Houston's close ties to relatives at Independence and the General's political
involvements proved to be the more compelling factors which influenced the
move.
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Baker's acceptance of the presidency in 1853 hardly interrupted his efforts
on behalf of raising money for the College. He returned from a solicitation
effort in North Carolina in time to give his inaugural address in November,
1853. But early in 1854, he commenced again hi. travel•. The 1854
commencement produced the first two graduates of the school: Livingston O.
Black and J.H. Banton. Both subsequently obtained degrees in law after the
Law Department was added.
Baker could report to the Board "no financial embarrassments" in 1854,
but the picture changed quickly. Expenditures far exceeded income, and more
and more of Baker's time was spent with fund-raising efforts. Tn January, 1857 l
Baker submitted his resignation as President in a move to "save" his annual
salary of $1,300 for the school and to be able to spend all of his time attempting
to ease the financial strain. Baker's plea to the Board was impassioned:
I am no alarmist; but Gentlemen, let me tell you plainly, that the
present condition of Austin College imperatively demands on your
part, prompt and efficient action. Not mere paper resolutions; not any
more expressions of good wishes but prompt and efficient action ...
Money is needed-is needed now!!!)
Professor A.E. Thorn was named acting-president to succeed Baker. The
response to Baker's urgent plea and subsequent solicitations was encouraging
but woefully inadequate. The enthusiasm of the Board and the few loyal
supporters subsided in short order, and the pressures eased only briefly.
The death of Daniel Baker on December 10, 1857, deprived the College of
the driving force which had nourished its growth and momentum since birth.
Baker, accorded the title "Father of Austin College," had made his efforts on
behalf of the College a labor of love. He worked tirelessly for the school as he
traveled thousands of miles on horseback to secure funds for its programs and
as he addressed countless groups both large and small in an effort to encourage
support and participation. Other developments were to impact harmfully upon
the future of Austin College in Huntsville but none was more singularly
detrimental than was the loss of Baker.
The tenure of President Thorn was short, and he resigned amid a
student-faculty dispute at the close of the 1858 term. The original charter of the
College stated that" ... nothing herein contained shall prevent the Trustees of
said College from throwing around the instructors and students a proper moral
restraint and inflicting suitable punishment upon all immoral conduct. "20 This
safeguard was translated into practice in 1858 when the faculty learned that a
complimentary party sponsored by the two societies on campus-the Clay
Union and the Philomathean-was to be a "ball." Since this activity was
scheduled to occur before graduation the faculty insisted that it be canceled,
whereupon the students simply rescheduled the function to follow graduation.
The faculty countered by refusing to grant the degrees and the senior class
departed en masse. The Board concluded that" ... had a more conciliatory
. the ends of discipline might have been
course been pursued,.
accomplished. "21 The dispute dragged on for a year to the detriment of the
enrollment. I~. 1859, the Board granted the degrees.
The Board was unable to secure a replacement for Thorn on such short
notice. Consequently, the instruction program was temporarily suspended
until a successor was chosen. After being turned down by several prospective
appointees. including Governor Swaim, President of the University of North
Carolina, the Board persuaded Dr. R.W. Bailey to assume the presidency, and
students were again received. The records of Austin College reflect no
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disruption of program during the fall semester, 1858, but there is no indication
regarding how many students may have been enrolled. Inasmuch as Bailey was
authorized by the Board at the time of his election to "organize and reopen"
the College, the implication is that the College had closed by the end of the fall
semester, 1858. Bailey insisted upon avoiding the role of fiscal agent and the
Board initially concurred. The 1858 student-faculty dispute had further
imperiled the already precarious financial position, and Bailey, although
recognizing the need. wanted no part in the extensive travel and solicitation
efforts which would be required to restore and maintain fiscal stability. The
Board elected Rev. R.H. Byers as agent to raise money, but by 1860 Bailey
himself was compelled to assist in securing a needed $10,000. The outbreak of
the War Between the States in April, 1861, interrupted his solicitations, and in
June he recommended that the school be temporarily closed. The war effort
was severely taxing the enrollment, and a recess in operations offered the
prospect of improving the fiscal picture. Bailey volunteered to serve one
additional year as president without pay in an effort to brighten the dismal
finanCial situation.
To succeed Bailey the Board elected Dr. Samuel McKinney who had
served as the first president of the College. McKinney took office on January 1,
1863. was offered no salary. given little assurance of help. and was faced daily
with the side effects ofa war-"this wicked revolution" as Houston described
it to McKinney shortly before the General's death-which was entering its
third year. McKinney's sons, Robert Alexander and Andrew Todd, assisted
with the fledgling instructional program, and within a year the enrollment again
turned upward to almost ninety. although most of these were in the preparatory
department. General Houston died at his home in Huntsville on July 26, 1863,
and apparently had reconciled his differences with McKinney by the time of his
demise.
President McKinney was given full authority by the Board to regulate fees
with the latitude to take for tuition produce and other commodities in addition
to currency. The end of the War in 1865 hopelessly compounded the financial
travails of the school. The worthlessness of Confederate currency and bonds
further jeopardized the precise financial status to the point of making it
impossible for the Board to ascertain an accurate statement of condition until
1869.
The end of the War also failed to produce the increase in enrollment which
had been anticipated. The fruits of defeat-poverty, despair, and
disillusionment-plagued the South, and adversely affected Austin College as
well as other institutions. During the fall term of 1870, only sixteen students
enrolled. In October of the same term, President McKinney submitted his
resignation to the Board and challenged the trustees to exert a greater effort to
free the College from" ... embarrassment and render it a perennial fountain
for the dissemination of truth and righteousness over this extensive state. "22
To succeed McKinney the Board chose Dr. Samuel M. Luckett, and
McKinney was asked by the Board to continue serving the College in the
capacity of fiscal agent.
Luckett's tenure as president. which began in January of 1871, proved to
be a continuing episode of effort directed toward keeping the struggling school
alive. President Luckett was greeted by sixteen students, one professor and a
burdensome $26,000 debt. During the next two years the enrollment ranged
from twelve to forty-three. The employment of Professor C.P. Estill, whose
salary was guaranteed by Board member A.J. Burke of Houston, did much to
stabilize the instructional program in 1872-73 and enabled the President to
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devote most of his time to horseback treks throughout East Texas in efforts
directed toward collecting obligations, addressing solicitations to Presbyterian
congregations, and settling claims against the College. By l875. the debt had
been reduced to $8,720.
The enrollment, however, languished. The recently ended war was only
part of the problem. In 1864, a smallpox scare reduced attendance at the
College. and in 1867, a devastating yellow fever outbreak decimated the
Huntsville community population by claiming twenty percent of the
inhabitants as victims. These natural calamities, coupled with the dreadful
impact of the War and its bitter residue of poverty, presented a grim portrait.
Further. the growing awareness that the opening of new Western lands, in
Texas and elsewhere. by railroad development was stimulating a shifting of
population to these new locales made the enrollment outlook much less
optimistic.
The first recorded suggestion of a relocation of Austin College came in
1872 when the Austin College Committee of the Synod, chaired by Dr. W.K.
Marshall, advanced the idea. 23 The Synod and the Board of Trustees came to
prompt disagreement over the prospect of removal, the Synod discovering that
it had no authority over the Board beyond the election of trustees and the
Board learning that its authority was worthless without the support of the
Synod. By 1873, the disagreements had subsided and the Synod named
Marshall and Donald MacGregor, both of the Synod's College Committee, to
investigate the advisability of a move. The State Legislature was petitioned to
amend the College Charter to permit removal by the Synod. The legislative
authorization was forthcoming that same year with the stipulation that, in the
event of removal, the buildings and grounds would revert back to the City of
Huntsville.
On August 27, 1874, the Board of Trustees met at the College in
Huntsville. President Luckett noted that few students from a distance were
currently enrolled because of the generally poor physical condition of the
buildings and equipment and the persistent rumors about relocation. "Until the
question of location is settled you may rely upon it, the number of students will
be small. "24 Later that fall, at a meeting of the Board in Jefferson, the trustees
were visited by Marshall and MacGregor of the Synod Committee who
expressed a desire to act jointly with the Board in working toward the removal
of the College. The trustees responded favorably to the overture and voted
nine for and four against removal of the College "to a different point ... at as
early a day as the same can be accomplished consistent with the best interest
of the college .... "2.~
In another Board meeting in Huntsville in June, 1875, the Board named a
special committee, including Marshall, MacGregor, and President Luckett, to
invite definite proposals for the relocation of the College. The Board agreed to
convene in Houston in August to further deliberate removal. The propositions
received by the Board at the subsequent meeting were numerous and included
invitations from Sherman, Tyler, Georgetown, and Wallace Prairie. However,
the Board declined all bids, expressed a preference for a North Texas location
with a rail link, and stated an unwillingness to consider any location which
could not offer a minimum subscription of $35,000 for use in construction.
In Austin, in a November session, the Board was petitioned again by
Sherman and by Austin and Georgetown. but did not act. Another meeting
early in January, 1876 in Houston was devoted to drafting charter changes
which would be necessitated by relocation. On February I, Sherman and
neighboring Denison were again in communication with the Board, and the
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Board agreed that the offer of Sherman plus its rail link and North Texas

location was of sufficient appeal to warrant a visit by the Board the following
week. On February 9 and 10, lhe Board officially accepted the offer of lhe
citizens of Sherman, and February to, 1876, marked the official transfer of
Austin College from Huntsville to Sherman. The Synod subsequently ratified
the action of the Board.
Professor Charles P. Estill, who had joined the faculty at Austin College in
1872, agreed to remain in Huntsville to conduct the preparatory school for the
remainder of the session and to assist the trustees and President Luckett in
overseeing the removal of college books and equipment to Sherman. On July 6
in Houston the Board agreed to organize and conduct a school in the College
building during the next academic year in response to a request from the
citizens of Huntsville. Professor Estill again remained in Huntsville to assist
with the instruction and thus became the connecting link between old Austin
College and new Sam Houston Normal Institute.
The decision to remove the College from Huntsville proved wise and its
future became as distinguished as its past as it developed into an innovative
liberal arts institution with an instructional program of demonstrable quality
and reputation. The original building was to remain in continuous service as an
educational institution following the departure of Austin College. first as a
private school for boys, then as a State institution which was completely
unanticipated in 1876. However, three years later Huntsville citizens again
were promoting their community and were rewarded by the Legislature's
decision to establish Sam Houston Normal Institute on the original Austin
College property. Thus was insured the continuing llseto the Austin College
Building as a "hall oflearning."
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THE GALVESTON LONGSHOREMEN'S STRIKE OF 1920

hy James C. Maroney
In the midst of a tension-charged atmosphere bred by the Red Scare, the
open shop drive, and rising fears of racial warfare, the most dramatic
post~Wor1d War I confrontation between organized labor and open shop forces
in Texas came at Galveston in 1920. The conflict resulted in near total

destruction of the Galveston locals of the International Longshoremen's
Association (ILA) and passage of an Open Port Law by the Texas Legislature.
The 1920 coastwise strike l took place after employers began to use
non-I LA men for loading ships in various South Atlantic and Gulf ports in
violation of an agreement with the National Adjustment Commission, an
agency created during World War I to help alleviate labor-management
disputes. The International Longshoremen's Association and the United States
Shipping Board, another wartime agency, agreed in August, 1917 to create a
system of national and local adjustment commissions with authority over all
cases relating to wages and working conditions. Intended to operate only
during the war, its success led to an agreement reorganizing the National
Adjustment Commission in September. 1919. but neither the United States
Railroad Administration, which supervised the coastwise lines during the war,
nor the privately controlled coastwise lines participated in the decision and the
National Adjustment Commission subsequently proved unable to maintain
jurisdiction. By the spring of 1920 all of the coastwise lines had been returned
to private control, and the attitude of numerous employers changed rapidly. In
many ports, employers notified dock workers that they would no longer
recognize the International Longshoremen's Association. Dissatisfaction
among coastwise dock workers stemmed from the fact that during the war they
had received the same rate of pay as deep-sea longshoremen; however, the
National Adjustment Commission granted an increase in wages to deep-sea
longshoremen in November, 1919, only a month after denying such an increase
to the coastwise workers. Employers contended that the coastwise lines
already were operating in the red and could not maintain operations if forced to
meet higher wages. The ILA, however, continued to demand equal wage rates
for coastwise and deep· sea longshore work. and coastwise operators refused to
submit the case to the National Adjustment Commission for arbitration without
an increase in freight rates. With no compromise in sight, the strike began on
March 12, 1920, when the coastwise longshoremen in New York City walked
out. The strike spread rapidly to other Atlantic and Gulf ports, affecting
coastwise locals from Boston to the Rio Grande. 2
On March 19, some sixteen thousand coastwise longshoremen employed
by the Morgan and Mallory lines in Galveston struck, asking for a wage
increase from sixty to eighty cents per hour for regular work and from ninety
cents to one dollar and twenty cents per hour for overtime work. About seven
hundred of the strikers-those employed by the Mallory Line-were Negroes. 3
The Mallory Line suspended operations in Galveston by the end of Mayas
a result of acts of violence against strikebreakers and threatened not to return
even if guaranteed protection by city officials, Continued importation of
strikebreakers by the Morgan Line, however, encouraged Mayor H.O.
Sappington and the city's chief of police to request Governor William P,
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Hobby to send a detachment of Texas Rangers to the city. Pro-company critics
also alleged that the Galveston police force was composed entirely of union
members or union sympathizers. A six-man delegation representing the Texas
Chamber of Commerce and a Galveston Commercial Association presented a
petition to Governor Hobby requesting "adequate protection of citizens of
Texas in the port of Galveston while in the pursuit of their work, even to the
extend of declaring martial law." Governor Hobby, never a friend of labor,
responded to these appeals by ordering a company of Rangers into the city.
After the Rangers arrived nonunion men began to work on the Morgan docks.
Acts of violence erupted between strikers and strikebreakers and the tension
intensified when the Mallory Line, previously employing only black union
men, now hired white scabs, while the Morgan Line, previously employing
only white union men, now used Negro scabs, Race riots appeared imminent.
Merchants across the state complained of a shortage of stocks and delayed
shipments; the Galveston Daily News claimed the strike had tied up about
12,000 tons of incoming freight on the Mallory Line docks for shipment to
Southwestern destinations and two full cargoes for Eastern seaports. 4
After conferring with the delegation from Galveston, Governor Hobby
notified city authorities that "unless police protection is given and the laws
enforced by local authorities, insuring free and uninterrupted movement of
freight at Galveston," the governor "will take charge of the situation not later
than 9 o'clock Saturday morning, June S." Such a recommendation stemmed
from the fact that "congestion in the movement of commerce through the port
of Galveston is preventing the receipt of good[sJ by Texas merchants and
threatening the outwarldj shipment of Texas crops ready for market .... "
Mayor H.O. Sappington of Galveston denied the need for troops and promised
"police protection equal to that of any other city," but caustically informed
Hobby: "If you can move the freight under the constitution and laws of Texas,
do it now; don't wait till Saturday."5 The Galveston city commissioners
telegramed Hobby that he must be misinformed about "the true facts and state
of affairs in Galveston," and that a declaration of martial law "would be an
insult to the citizenship of this city. "6
On June 3, Governor Hobby sent Adjutant General W .D. Cope to
Galveston with a group of officers and men to determine if conditions
warranted a declaration of martial law and the consignment of troops. If such
action became necessary, Brigadier General Jacob F. Wolters would assume
control of the island. At the governor's request, the Texas legislature
appropriated $100,000 to pay the expenses of sending the National Guard to
Galveston in the event the governor declared martial law. With the holiday
season upon them, Galveston officials strenuously argued against the need for
such action. Hobby did not declare martial law on Saturday, however, as
General Cope inspected the waterfront at the nine o'clock deadline and found
freight to be moving. Creation of a Galveston Open Shop Association at this
time led to rumors that such activity might bring the deep-sea longshoremen
into the strike in sympathy with the coastwise workers,7
By Monday conditions completely deteriorated and General Cope
declared that only state intervention could break the stalemate. Governor
Hobby immediately put Galveston Island under martial law. The Houston Post
reported that approximately one thousand troops occupied Galveston by
nightfall Tuesday, effectively protecting the nonunion dockworkers. The city
commissioners, the Galveston Dock and Marine Council. and the state's labor
press all denounced the action and charged that the real purpose behind the
decision to send troops to Galveston was to assure open shop conditions in the
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city; strike leaders, therefore, declined to call sympathy strikes of other
longshore locals for fear of playing into the hands of open shop advocates. s As
the Mallory Line imported large numbers of unskilled Mexican strikebreakers,
I.M. Barb, president of the Galveston Trades Council, remarked that the

western end of Galveston Island contained "a regular Mexican colony ... With
troops on patrol, the Texas Rangers departed, and by June 15, the Houston
Post reported that coastwise shipping between New York and Galveston "is
gradually becoming normal." By June 19, many of the troops had left the
island. \1
Although clashes 8ti1l flared up on occasion, tensions gradually cooled; by
early July only five hundred troops remained. Highhanded and arbitrary
actions by the military, however, continued to cause great resentment. Late in
June, for example, soldiers, on orders of General Wolters, broke up a regular
meeting of the Galveston Labor Council, an agency composed of
repre~entatives of the city's trade unions, declaring such public gatherings
illegal under martial law. The council had met on schedule, without
interruption, for twenty years, hut before labor unions could hold future
meetings, they would have to provide the army with advance notice as to time,
place, and purpose. The further withdrawal of troops brought new strife
between union men and the scab labor force, and on July 14, Governor Hobby,
charging "neglect of duty," suddenly issued a proclamation suspending from
office various city officials. The governor's suspension order included the
police chief and the entire police department "for failure to enforce the law and
for obstruction of the state's efforts." The mayor, city attorney, and
commissioners remained in office to perform routine duties but retained no
power to enforce penal laws. General Wolters supervised the disarming of the
police and took control of the courts and jails. 10 According to the San Antonio
Weekly Di.'ipatch, military oppression soon became even more despotic, "with
all citizens ... in mortal dread of the iron heel of militarism." General Wolters
erected a "bull pen" in the heart of the city, established press censorship, and
carefully scanned "every issue for criticism of the guardsmen. Citizens who
condemn are roughly handled,"' In September, the Houston Labor Journal
charged Colonel Billie Mayfield of the Texas National Guard with attempting
to kidnap the editor of the Houston Press, G.V. Sanders, at the Houston
Country Club. some fifty miles away from the Galveston military zone.
Sanders allegedly had published articles which Mayfield claimed might incite
Galveston residents to riot. According to the Labor Journal, a subsequent
military court-martial acquitted Mayfield. Several labor papers made
countercharges, contending tIle'lt Wolters and Mayfield staged a fake riot with
troops impersonating union longshoremen, while uniformed guardsmen rushed
in with fixed bayonets to crush "a great riot" as motion pictures were taken of
the whole scene. 11
The city commissioners called more meetings of protest and subsequently
brought suit against Hobby, Wolters, and the National Guard, but Judge
Robert C. Street of the 56th District Court dismissed the case. A second case
arose when a private citizen, arrested by soldiers on a speeding charge,
challenged the legality of the martial rule in Galveston in a federal district
court; the court upheld Governor Hobby's declaration. 12
Negotiations between city and state officials ultimately led to an
abrogation of martial law under which the Texas Rangers supervised local
police activity. The National Guard relinquished control in favor of the
Rangers at midnight, September 30, 1920. Governor Hobby withdrew the
Rangers in January, 1921, restoring full authority to the city's board of
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commissioners and police department. The only fatality during the entire
episode came when a National Guard sentry shot an officer of the Guard when
the latter failed to stop his automobile when challenged at one thirty in the
morning, 13

The New York locals returned to work in August, 1920, at the old rates of
sixty-five cents per hour for regular work and one dollar for overtime; in
September the coastwise employers increased these rates to seventy-two cents
and Doe dollar and ten cents. The Galveston locals returned to work between
December, 1920. and July, 1921, at a wage scale of sixty-seven cents and one
dollar. In March, at the onset of the strike, longshoremen sought wage
increases from sixty to eighty cents per hour and from ninety cents to one
dollar and twenty cents for overtime. Although the ILA locals survived the
strike, the importation of scab labor and use of the militia to crush the walkout
left the union men weakened and badly demoralized. In 1922 the emasculated
Galveston ILA locals yielded their charters and company unions were formed
in 1924. 14
Pressure by spokesmen for the open shop encouraged Governor Hobby to
take decisi ve action as a result of events in Galveston. The governor called a
special session of the legislature and proposed recommendations which
became the Open Port Law, an act making illegal any interference with the free
passage of commerce in the state. Widely condemned by organized labor as an
anti-strike bill, the law, taking effect on January 2, 1921, subsequently was
invoked in a number of cities across the state during the 1922 railroad
shopmen's strike, although the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals ultimately
declared the law unconstitutional in 1926Y'
While the union movement among skilled AFL craftsmen was by no
means eliminated in Texas during the period between the Red Scare and the
New Deal. 16 the mass of organized workers employed in transportation and
other industries was decimated by powerlul employer coalitions during the
open shop drive of the early 1920s.
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THE TEXAS PRESS AND THE NEW DEAL TRAIN
by Frank J. Krampak
Among the industries in America struggling to survive the Great

Depression was the press. The press, like other businesses. faced insolvency
and bankruptcy in the 19305 because of declining income. Advertising
revenues in the nation's newspapers dropped precipitously after 1929, reaching
bottom in 1933. Without the income usually provided by advertising, a paper
could not support itself by the selling price of the paper alone. l
The experiences of the Texas press in the depression generally paralleled
those of the nation's press. Texan editors and publishers witnessed layoffs of
their employees, some bankruptcies, loss of circulation and a lack of
confidence of advertising by businessmen. Businessmen in Texas and
elsewhere seemed to regard advertising as a frill or needless expense which
ought to be cut back in a period of economic stress. 2
While many felt powerless to do anything about the depression, a number
of Texas newspapermen decided to act on their own to restore a climate of
confidence among businessmen. In early 1934, a small group of newsmen, with
some advice and assistance from friends in the business community throughout
Texas, planned to resurrect a venture which had been tried successfully five
years earlier in prosperous times. In 1929 publishers and merchants joined to
promote a stunt of colossal proportions-the launching of a train to tour the
Eastern United States to seek a larger share of the investment market for
Texas. Carloads of Texas men of consequence left the State aboard a
streamliner to advertise Texas and help "reestablish the confidence of Eastern
investors in Texas bonds and securities. "3
Texas civic, political, business and newspaper leaders asked Lowry
Martin, owner of the Corsicana Daily Sun, to organize the "All Texas
Goodwill Tour." The organizers of the trip used public relations gimmicks to
insure maximum publicity for the venture. A special airplane, owned by the
Corsicana Daily Sun, heralded the arrival of the train in each city by dropping
a "bomb" over the business section. The "bomb" exploded and ejected a
Texas flag which parachuted into the town's center. 4
The ebullience of Texans about business and investment which was
manifest in the "All Texas Goodwill Tour" of 1929 vanished rapidly once the
depression had settled in. Banks and businesses failed on a large scale, farmers
abandoned their land, unemployment increased and bread lines appeared.
Although Texans shared in the miseries of all Americans, the depression in the
State was somewhat milder because Texas was dependent on agriculture and
there was an oil boom in East Texas after 1931. A survey by the Associated
Press in 15 cities in early 1934 found that the worst of the depression had
probably passed and a slow recovery had begun.1)
Perhaps the signs of recovery, modest though they were, were sufficient to
rekindle the enthusiasm of 1929 when the" All Texas Goodwill Tour" was
launched. The tour's organizer, Lowry Martin, proposed that the time was
right in the Spring of 1934 to send off another special train. This time the plan
was even bolder-Texans would get the President of the United States himself

Frank J. Krompak is an assistam profe.~s()r ofj(wrnalism at Fmnklin College in Franklin.
Indiana. The pre.~ent article expands an episode nu'n/iont,d in hi:, di.lsertation.
Socioeconomic Influences Affecting Texas Press in the Great Depression.
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to help promote Texas. The ostensible reason for the new venture was to
congratulate President Franklin D. Roosevelt and demonstrate thanks for the
New Deal. But promotional literature for the tour suggested that the sponsors
had motives similar to those who sponsored the 1929 train, The plan was to
send a train carrying passengers and freight from Texas to the Eastern cities on
a pilgrimage to advertise Texas. The train's organizers wanted Eastern
advertising money channeled into the State's newspapers. If the same
response. as in the earlier trip, resulted in increased investment in Texas,
dollars might be expected to flow to Texas newspapers in the form of increased
expenditures for advertising. The cover of the Texas Press Association's
MessenRer a month before the scheduled April, 1934, departure said. "Texas
newspapers have thousands of lines open for the foreign advertisers' use. One
of the objects of the press, working for this train. is to carry facts of our revived
purchasing power to those who purchase."6
Lowry Martin, working with associates Sam P. Harben and Ray H.
Nichols of the Texas Press Association. made detailed arrangements for the
trip in the Spring of 1934. Many elements of Texas life were coordinated to
promote the tour: the State government, including the Texas legislature and
Gov. Miriam A. Ferguson; regional chambers of commerce; daily and weekly
newspapers; The University of Texas; Texas A&M, the MKT Railroad (the
"Katy"), members of the Texas delegation in Congress and an organization
known as Progressive Texans, Inc.'
The Texas Press Association christened the venture The Texas Press
Full-House Special, The New Deal Train. In its February, 1934, issue the TPA
Messenger proclaimed "All Aboard!" on its cover. The trip was touted as a
"comet originating at Austin. and hurtling through space to Kansas City, to St.
Louis, to Chicago, to Washington, and on to Baltimore, Philadelphia and New
York City." The train was to utilize the best equipment that the "Katy" could
provide; a "De Luxe train with all-steel modern compartments, drawing room,
dining car, lounge car and club car equipment." More than 700 invitations were
mailed out to publishers, manufacturers, professional and businessmen over
the State, but the railroad placed a limit of 200 as the maximum number
possible on the trip.s

As the date for departure approached (April 12, 1934), the efforts of many
Texans and organizations increased. The Research Departments of the
University of Texas, Texas Technological College and Texas A&M College
were busy assembling information on Texas business, industry and agriculture
for distribution to non-Texans. Progressive Texans, Inc. was gathering a
carload of Texas products to present to President Roosevelt and his wife.
Lowry Martin flew to Washington in late March to complete preparations. The
Texas delegation in Congress was busy arranging the Washington segment of
the tour. U.S. Senators Morris Sheppard and Torn Connally eagerly
anticipated the ani val of the delegation in messages to The Texas Weeki}'.
Vice-president John Nance Garner and Jesse H. Jones (chairman of the
Reconstruction Finance Corporation), two of the most prominent Texans in
the New Deal, helped to coordinate a visit between the Texans and the
President. When Jones told the President about the planned pilgrimage,
Roosevelt said that he would waive customary protocol and eat lunch with the
Texans aboard their train when it arrived in Union Station. 9
Gov. Miriam A. Ferguson made an official endorsement of the Full House
Special. The Texas Senate and House of Representatives passed a concurrent
resolution approving the venture. The resolution said in part:
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Whereas. we have in President Franklin Delano Roosevelt a Chief
Executive whose every effort is being devoted to a return of
prosperity; and whereas, Texas is returning to a state of prosperity as
contemplated in the President's program; and whereas, the Press of
Texas has seen fit to sponsor the Texas Press" Full-House" Special,
the New Deal Train, that will visit Washington, D.C., and other major
cities of the North and East to carry our message of returning
prosperity to the seat of the Federal Government and to industrial and
financial centers, thus affording an opportunity on the part of our
citizens to renew financial and commercial connections for our State.
The resolutions from the Governor, the legislature, the press, the Texas
Centennial Commission and travelers aboard the train were printed on
parchment to be presented to the President and First Lady. Each of the
documents was wrapped in a silk Texas flag. Three more flags were fabricated
especially for the excursion-a Texas flag printed on Texas cowhide, an
American flag printed on Texas sheepskin and an NRA (Blue Eagle) flag
printed on Texas-made cotton cloth. 10
In early April, 1934, with the launching of the "Full House" Special
only a few days away, The Texas Weekly published a special edition for
the first time in its history. The Weekly noted that the occasion justified
the extra issue. Peter Molyneaux, editor and publisher, planned the issue
as a textbook for the travelers on selling Texas to the nation. The contents
included instructions on How To Talk About Texas, Texans Are Prominent
in New Deal, Texas Banks in Sound Condition. and a series of promotional articles touting South, East and West Texas. Molyneaux did not
regard the trip as a publicity stunt or an advertising man's scheme. He
asked his readers to understand why Texans were talking of progress and
development with a depression still prevailing:
These may seem strange words at a time when men are talking about a
'planned economy,' when the idea of regimentation of the American
people and controlled and rigidly limited production is seriously
considered in high places, and when otherwise conservative persons
gravely debate whether the country is going toward communism or
fascism. And yet they are words which come naturally to the tongue in
Texas, now that the mood of depression is passing. For progress and
development are normal in Texas, and the return of normality to
Texans must mean the resumption of progress and development. This
is not said in any hip hurrah or chamber of commerce spirit. 11

On the day of the departure, Thursday, April 12, the Dallas Morning
News editorially bade the group bon voya!?e. The editorial said the train was
visible evidence that the State had fared well under the New Deal and endorsed
it. Tour members began arriving at the Adolphus Hotel in Dallas later that day.
A complimentary dinner. furnished by hotel manager Otto Schubert, was the
first occasion for many of the travelers to meet. After the dinner, the group met
to discuss the journey and then left the hotel to aboard the train. Shortly after
11 p.m. the sleek train pulled out of Dallas. The streamliner flew three large
flags on the front of its engine; the American flag in the center, flanked by the
Texas flag on the right and the NRA flag on the left. A large electric sign graced
the platform of the observation car at the rear of the train. The sign, glittering
day and night, proclaimed: "Texas Press 'Full-House' Special, The New Deal
Train. "12
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The initial routing of the excursion was on the .. Katy" rails, at least
through Kansas City, Kansas. The New Deal Train arrived at Kansas City the
next morning and was greeted by a special committee from the city and the
Chamber of Commerce. Delegates were escorted to the Hotel Muehleback,
fed, and taken on a tour of the city. Some of the delegation visited the Kansas
Cit}, Star. Walter Cline, chairman of the tour, arranged to have a prominent
Texan speak on an appropriate topic at each stop. In Kansas City he
introduced a speaker who told a luncheon audience about the livestock
industry of Texas.
By the time the train arrived at its second stop in St. Louis. Saturday,
April 14, most of the ]20 travelers were well-acquainted. Again the train was
met by city officials and the Chamber of Commerce. The travelers were treated
to a tour of S1. Louis but particularly enjoyed the parks because the riders got
their first opportunity in two days to get some exercise. Highlight of the S1.
Louis visit was an elaborate dinner given by August A. Busch, Jr., of the
Anheuser~Busch Brewing Company. Earlier, at a luncheon for S1. Louis
businessmen, State Sen. Tom Holbrook of Galveston, from Walter Cline's
stable of speakers, delivered a speech which was given prominence in the
Texas press. Holbrook said:
We are here to tell S1. Louis, Missouri, and the world that Texas has
overcome the depression, We have emerged stronger and fitter than
ever to go forward. We want to sell you our state. We want you to do
business down our way. We have the money. We have the products.
We have the customers.
We believe the New Deal is helping. We don't believe, however,
that the New Deal means Communism or revolution. We believe it is a
constitutional New Deal.
Among the Jast activities in S1. Louis was a tour of the publishing plant of the
St. Louis Glove-Democrat and a baseball gameyl
The Texas Press Special arrived in Chicago Sunday morni ng and the
guests were promptly whisked away in style. The Ford Motor Company
provided the entire delegation with a fleet of new 1934 V8 Ford cars, each with
a chauffeur. An escort of three motorcycle police guided the caravan along
Chicago's lake shore section. The morning tour was followed by dinner at the
Medina Shrine Club. The evening was left open for the party to taste Chicago's
night life. The Chicago Daily Tribune kept its readers informed about the
Texans during their two-and-a-half-day stay. Monday's Tribune contained a
photo of the delegation standing in front of the Tribune Tower while a
policeman pointed out to them the Alamo Stone in the building. The day's
activities included another speedy jaunt in the Ford V8's. The fleet took the
delegates to the Century of Progress Exposition of 1934 and then sped them to
the Ford Motor Co. plant at more than 80 miles an hour. The evening highlight
was a banquet with prominent Chicago businessmen and politicians. Rufus
Dawes, president of the Exposition, presided at the dinner. which was the
occasion for a speech by Dallas banker R.L. Thornton. Thornton told
Chicagoans that "we are not going to starve our way out of the Depression
down in Texas. We are going to buy our way out. ·,it
The Texans resumed their journey eastward and arrived in Washington.
D.C., for the climax of their tour. The "Full-House" Special reached the
Capital at 11:30 Tuesday morning in a chilly drizzle. President Roosevelt.
perhaps because of the inclement weather. did not meet the tra·in as he had
indicated earlier to Garner. Instead, the Vice-President and a number of "New
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Deal" Texans greeted the 120 visitors at Union Station and escorted them in a
parade down Pennsylvania Avenue to the White House. Charles Devall, a
publisher and secretary for the NRA code authority for the graphic arts in
Texas, and Dale Miller, a writer for The Texas Weeklv, rode with Garner in his
limousine. J.~
.
At the executive mansion President Roosevelt immediately received the
Texans in his private office. "Everybody squeezed into the President's office"
and was greeted with a full smile and enthusiastic "hello" by the President.
Lowry Martin returned the greeting on behalf of the delegation and the people
of Texas and handed Roosevelt a number of resolutions prepared earlier. Sam
Harben, Secretary of the Texas Press Association, then spoke about the
resolutions. He said, "Mr. President, these resolutions commending your
splendid work are the senti ments of more than 800 Texas publishers and
editors." Roosevelt then squeezed Harben's hand with a firm grasp, smiled,
and said, "Mighty fine of you boys, Sam, mighty fine." The manager of the
Progressivc Tcxans, W.e. Edwards, then presented a bill of lading for the
carload of Texas products to the President. After receiving a silk Texas flag,
Roosevelt heartily thanked the group and began to describe the powerful role
played by Texans in the New Deal. The President told the delegation that it
was doing a fine thing, "I wish you could get around to every state of the
Union-spending a year on the road selling Texas. You don't have to sell
Texas to me. "16
Charles Devall recalled Roosevelt's appearance and his demeanor toward
the Texans:
Everybody on the train was introduced individually to the President.
Mr. Jesse Jones introduced them. If he didn't know a name, he'd look
at thc badges; and the President had a word for each one of them. And
then we all got around him. He looked real tanned, having just been
fishing in the Bahamas. He had a nice little hot air with us-a few
minutes, you know, everything's lovely about Texas.
Most of the men shook hands and said, ''I'm honored, Mr. President," as each
met the President. Joe Leonard, publisher of the Gainesville Register,
however, had a speech rehearsed for the occasion and began it when he was
introduced to Roosevelt. Devall gave this account of Leonard's
speech-making:
He said, 'Mr. President, I'm Joe Leonard from Gainesville, Texas, the
heart of the great agricultural region of North Texas, and a lot of
manufacturers. , .' He blew his speech and the President laughed and
said. 'atta boy, Joe:
Roosevelt told the delegation how Vice-President Garner ran the nation while
he fished. The President said, "I hope next year to go down {to Texas] and try
to prove out some of these fishing stories. John Garner compels me to stretch
my imagination a bit, but he has taught me how to tell fish stories. I hope next
year to be able to visit Texas and stay with John. I propose to make him prove
those stories to me:' Before the group left the President's office, he promised
to hang the Texas flag in his private study. A member of the delegation from
Houston, George Wilson, was so impressed by Roosevelt's warmth with the
Texans that he wrote, "No individual or delegation could possibly have been
more graciously received. "u
That evening the Texans were guests at a reception in the National Press
Club. The affair was attended by members of the cabinet, many government
officials and newspaper men. The reception was followed shortly by a gala
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dinner in the same location. Walter Cline delivered the principal address on
behalf of the Texans. Jesse Jones was toastmaster, and entertainment was
furnished by the U.S. Navy band and the Columbia Broadcasting System.
More than 300 persons dined, including an impressive array of New Deal
luminaries. They included Secretary of Agriculture Hemy A. Wallace,

Secretary of Commerce Daniel C. Roper, Postmaster General James A. Farley
and Federal Relief Administrator Harry Hopkins,Is
The party left Washington at noon Wednesday and arrived in Baltimore
for a stay of only three hours. There they were met by a delegation from the
Chamber of Commerce and taken on a sightseeing tour of the city. Then the
mayor of Baltimore officially welcomed the Texans at a buffet luncheon. The
group reached Philadelphia at six in the evening. Philadelphians provided the
trippers from Texas with an enthusiastic reception. The hosts met the train and
carried a huge Texas flag in front of the municipal band of Philadelphia through
the city's streets. The Texans followed the band four abreast to a banquet hall
where the mayor presided as toastmaster. 19
The next and final place of interest to the visitors was New York City. The
New Deal Train pulled into Pennsylvania Station at 10 a.m. and the group was
immediately escorted to the Hotel Governor Clinton, where a luncheon
reception honored the Texans. Colorful and loquacious Mayor Fiorello
LaGuardia presided. The welcoming address by His Honor was broadcast
throughout the country on the NBC radio network. The Mayor, who frequently
attended several luncheons in a single day, usually ate no food and departed
after a few remarks. On this occasion, however, the Little Flower stayed to
eat. The New York Times' coverage of the visit was written in a light vein and
given to stereo-typing of Texans;
Eighty-four Texans blew into town yesterday morning on the 'Texas
Press Full House - New Deal Special' for a last roundup after a week's
prosperity tour through the North.
The group included newspaper, oil, cattle and other business men,
but there was not a 'ten-gallon' hat among them. Virtually every man
had a tuxedo in his bag.
'We want to show you Yankees that we're civilized,' one man
drawled with a smile.
What the party lacked in traditional accoutrements, however, it
made up in spirit. The mayor received such a noisy greeting that one
New Yorker remarked, 'That's more than his own citizens give him.'
When he referred to Representative W. Sumners of Dallas as 'one of
the finest statesmen in the country,' a fervent 'You said it, brother,'
came from one table.
Lowry Martin gave the principal address at the luncheon, inviting New
Yorkers to visit the Lone Star State during the Texas Centennial in 1936. After
the luncheon the tour officially disbanded and the Texans were free to return
home immediately or stay a few more days in New York until their return
tickets expired. 20
Many of the travelers were sorry that the tour was over and expre ssed the
wish that the experience be repeated in the Centennial year. A tour member, E.
Paulette, reminisced about the good times and friendship aboard the train. He
wrote that nearly everyone aboard enjoyed "dignified Christian fun"
throughout the trip. He suggested that "some of this fun was 'so dignified and
so Christian like' that we cannot make mention of it in these columns." At
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stops where night clubbing was enjoyed, such as Chicago and Philadelphia, the
train was missed the following morning, Paulette wrote:
The one party who missed the train in Chicago finally caught up with
the party in New York, and those who missed the train in Philadelphia,
did so by choice, wishing to linger in the 'friendly city' and it was very
friendly, a little longer.
Perhaps the reason for the missed train in Philadelphia was a special midnight
show at the Bijoll Theater for the entire delegation. Describing this event later,
one tripper reported, "details of which will not be given here." The travelers
were also amused by the confusion caused by the train's passing through time
zones. Paulette also noted this:

On the run from Chicago to Washington time was moving backward
one hour. The hour hand was moved backward and it was really early
when the 'trippers' arose in the coal country. Joe Leonard of the
Gainesville Register spent an hour trying to figure out just exactly
what time it was. Jimmie Record of the Fort Worth Slar-Telegram was
one of the few men aboard the train who was not bothered by the
movement backward for Jimmie went to bed by Texas time and arose
accordingly.21
Texans back home were kept posted about the progress of the trip by special
correspondents' reports from the train and by Associated Press and United
Press wire dispatches. The story, carried usually on the inside pages for the
early part of the journey, moved up to page one when the party met with
President Roosevelt. The story of the pilgrimage vied for newspaper space wi th
other stories of interest to Texans: accounts of Clyde Barrow and girlfriend
Bonnie's escapades in Texas, the search for John Dillinger (rumored to be
hiding out in Houston), Dr. Wirt's charges that Mrs. Roosevelt was a red, and
the sudden firing of the State's relief administrator. Coverage outside of Texas
was impressive. In addition to accounts of the trip in the press of the cities
visited, there were stories of the journey from such diverse places as
Middletown, Connecticut. and New Orleans, Louisiana. The New Orleans
Tribune congratulated the Texans for "making a large noise in the darkness"
and added that "'their bravery is admirable." Reaction to the trip and reflection
about its accomplishments continued for several weeks after the tour
disbanded. Austin Callan, \Witing in the Texas Press Messenger, said that the
trip proved that Texas newspapers were now a power. He noted that now "we
have a commercial rating, an influence that is respected, a dignified place in the
sun. "22
Aware that the role of the State's press in such a venture might be
misunderstood, The Texas Weekly explained the sponsorship to its readers on
the eve of the departure:
Texas newspapers were among the most active leaders in their spheres
of influence of any of the country. A number of significant factors
contribute to this activity. In the first place, Texas publishes more
newspapers, dailies and weeklies, than any other State. Secondly, the
tremendous size of Texas produces a wide diversity of social and
economic pursuit,> among various sections of the State; Thirdly, the
remoteness of much of rural Texas from metropolitan centers has
encouraged scores of country weeklies, free from competition of big
dailies, to develop a healthy individuality that finds expression in
programs such as the New Deal Train. Consequently, the Texas Press
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'Full-House' Special. while being a project for strangers to Texas to
Marvel at. is but characteristic of the group sponsoring it. 23
By the Fall of 1934. the financial picture brightened for newspapers.
Across the nation newspaper payrolls were up, advertising lineage improved
and advertising departments of newspapers were hiring more help. While 1929
levels of prosperity had not yet been attained by the end of 1934. the depression
was clearly over for newspapers after advertisers returned in greater numbers. 24
It is not likely that a spectacle such as the New Deal Train improved the
advertising picture for Texas newspapers to any appreciable extent. The trip
might have been just a happy coincidence with the rise in advertising revenues
in late 1934. What is ~'ignificantabout the venture, however, is. that it was part
of a larger effort among newspapers to survive the crisis by working together,
Other joint efforts by the daily and weekly press included sponsorship of the
Texas Centennial with the business community. closer cooperation of
newspaper organizations with advertisers. promotion of Texas products in the
newspapers and a sharing of advice through participation in professional
organizations for newspapermen, The solidarity of weekly and daily
newspaper, traditional rivals, working together on anti-depression measures.
is especially noteworthy. The efforts of the Texas press were evidence that
newspapermen could act collectively in a crisis to influence their own destiny
rather than allow hand-wringing, complaining and fate to determine their
future. Perhaps the self-confidence engendered by taking concrete steps
against the depression was the most important result of the Texas press'
experiences of the 1930s. The undertaking of a spectacle like the New Deal
Train promoted hope when it was most needed.

NOTES
IPlunging advertising revenues were depicted grahically in Edtlor and Publisher,
Jan, 20, 1934.
2Paul J, Thompson, then a professor of journalism at The University of Texas at
Austin, noted the reticence of businesmen to advertise in an address before the Austin
Advertising Club, Aug. 28, 1931. Paul J. Thompson Papers. Box 3D140, The Barker
Texas History Center, The University of Texas at Austin.
3The Texas Press Messenger, June, 1954. The Texas PreH Messenger was the
official organ of the Texas Press Association. It will be noted hereinafter as The
Me:}senger.
41bid.
~Associated

Press dispatch, ForI Worlh Slar·Telegram, April 11, 1934.

6The Texas Weekly, Feb. 10. /934: The Tl'Xll:J' Weekly noted that a 1927 junket by
train (similar to the one in preparation) resulted in no less than 2,000 columns of
favorable publicity f(H' Texas-advertising which they claimed could not have been
purchased for $250,000. I bid.: Special Souvenir Edition of The MeSSellger, dedicated to
the Texas Full-House Special. MarCh. 1934. cover; for the rationale for the tour see The
MessenRer, March and April, 1934. The term "foreign advertisers" refers to advertisers
outside of Texas.

7Progressive Texans, Inc, was an organization supported by manufacturers and
other business and professional leaders of the State and by the East Texas. West Texas,
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and South Texas Chambers of Commerce. Its headquarters was in Dallas. See their
advertisements in 1934 editions of The Texas Weekly.
~The Messenger, February, 1934. The Texas Press Association will be abbreviated
hereinafter as TPA. Accounts vary as to the actual number of travelers, but most place
the number between 120 and 125.

9The Messenger, February, 1934. The boxcar load of Texas paraphernalia must
have been an impressive sight. The Texo.5 Weekly, March 10. 31, lists its contents as:
perfume, cheese, cotton mops, silver spurs, orchard products, steel stepladders,
vegetable oil, dress shirts, grapefruit. boots, spinach, silk hose, pecans and saddles. The
Texas Weekly, March 24, 1934; Sen, Tom Connally, in his telegram to the Weekly, noted
the significance of the name given to the train: the "Full-House Special." Connally said,
" ... this pilgrimage will let the world know that Texas in truth enjoys a 'full house' of
natural resources and the products of factory and field." Ibid., April 7, 1934.
lOThe Mesunger, March, 1934; Senate Concurrent Resolution No.7, Senate
Journal, 43rd Legislature Called Session (1934), 40-41; The Texas Weekly, March 31,

1934.
liThe Texas Weekly, April 7, 1934.

12Dallas Morning News, April 12, 13, 1934; The Messenger, May, 1934. Charles
Devall, a member of the traveling party, provided details of the train and the journey in
an interview with the author, June 30, 1975. Devall was an important eye-witness to the
meeting later between the delegation from Texas and President Roosevelt. Devall, now
publisher of the Kilgore News, then published the Mount Vernon Optic-Herald, a small
daily newspaper. He was also secretary of the NRA code authority for the graphic arts
(printing and pUblishing) in Texas in 1934 and 1935. Devall recalled that the riders aboard
the train were kept informed about tour events and the latest news by means of a
mimeographed newspaper published aboard the train. It was called The Blue Eagle.
Devall noted that the trip wa:-> one of the most spectacular events ever staged by Texans
to promote their state. The man most responsible for carrying out the adventure was
Lowry Martin, "a dynamic go-getter," Devall recalled.
l~In Kansas City, one member of the group told the Associated Press jokingly that
the real purpose of the trip was "to see what had become of John Nance Garner of
Texas, the nation's vice-president." Houston Post. April 14, 1934; The Messenger,
May, 1934; Holbrook's remarks about the New Deal not being Communist were given
considerable prominence in the Texas press. His support for the New Deal came at a
time when the New Deal detractor, Dr. William A. Wirt, was making headlines
nationwide with his accusations of Communism against Rexford G. Tugwell (Assistant
Secretary of Agriculture and New Deal planner) and the President's wife. Eleanor. The
Messenger, May, 1934.
4
1 Chicago Daily
Tribune, April 16, 1934; the stone from the Alamo is in a
particularly noticeable part of the structure. at eye·level near the entrance. The
Messenger, May, 1934; Austin American, April 18. 1934, editorial.

l~The Texas Weekly, April 21, 1934; Charles Devall, interview; Garner greeted the
delegation and spent much time with the visitors even though his brother, Jolly Garner,
had shot and killed h-irnself in EI Paso the previous Saturday (April 14). See Houston
Post, April 18, 1934.

l£Charies Devall, interview; The Texas Weekly, April 21, 1934; The Messenger,
April, 1934.
17DevaU, interview; The Messenger, April, 1934; The
1934; The Messenger, May, 1934.
18The Texas Weekly, April 21, 1934.
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York Times, April 18,
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2°The Mesunger, May, 1934, and April, 1934; The N{'w York Times, April 20. 1934.
Harry Benge Crozier, a former staff writer for the Dallas News, replied to the Times'
tongue-in·cheek reporting: "New York newspapers, true to the popular misconception
that they love to indulge, remarked at the absence of to-gallon hats and the prevalence of
dinner coats. As children cling to fairies and fancies, New York newspapermen cling to
their fancies of the great lone star state overrun with buffalo, longhorn cattle, and
cowboys in rodeo attire, but New Yorkers learned a lot when the Full House Special
came to town." See The Messenger, April, 1934.
21 E.

Paulette, "Echoes of the Special Train Trip," The Men"enger, April, 1934;

Ibid.
22Cited in The Texas Weekly, April 28, 1934; Austin Callan, "A New Day For the
Press," The Messenger, May, 1934.

28The Texas Weekly, April 7, 1934.
HEditor and Publisher, Sept. L 1)34; Ihid., Jan. 20, 1934. Following the low point
of 44.5 percent for advertising revenues in March, 1933, a "strong upswing" was noted
by Editor and Publisher. The figures are compared to the last "prosperous" year, 1929,
which represents 100 percent.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

49

EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
by Bobby H. Johnson

Judging from the enthusiastic response to the Fall 1m meeting, history is
alive and well in East Texas. More than a hundred persons attended the annual
fall meeting in Nacogdoches on September 23-24. A variety of activities
characterized this gathering of historians, ranging from the dedication of a
marker by the Nacogdoches Historical Commission to the delivery of a
delightful luucheon address by the noted humorist, John Henry Faulk.
The opening session on Friday evening featured papers on early Texas
history. Margaret Swett Henson of the University of Houston spoke on
"Samuel May Williams' and Stephen F. Austin's Business and Personal
Relations." "Nacogdoches and the Part It Played in the Development of
Robertson's Colony in Texas" was the topic of Malcolm D. McLean of the
University of Texas at Arlington. Pamela A. Puryear of Navasota concluded
the session with a paper entitled "The Social and Economic History of Old
Washington, 1835-1860."
Concurrent sessions on Saturday morning dealt with a variety of topics.
Victor H. Treat of Texas A&M spoke on "William Goyens: Free Negro
Entrepreneur." John P. Carrier of East Texas State University offered
"Scourge Over Texas: The Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1867." Robert Ozment
of Temple spoke on the medical center in that city. Randolph Campbell of
North Texas State University touched on a timely subject with his paper
entitled "Roots in East Texas: Family History from Local Records." The
current interest in early architecture was evident in Max S. Lale's "The Log
Cabin in Early East Texas." Sarah Van Pelt of Anderson spoke on the early
role of that town during the Republic period.
Public schools and the petroleum industry were featured in the final
session. Hazel Richardon of Bryan fascinated her audience with her treatment
of "The Early School System of Bryan and Some of its Personalities. " Riley
Froh, who teaches at San Jacinto College, spoke on the topic, "The Folklore
and Facts Behind the Luling Discovery Well." The morning's activities were
concluded with a timely paper on the use of photographs as historical evidence.
Walter Rundell, professor of history at the University of Maryland, used the
early Texas oil industry as his model for this topic.
The presence of a genuine television star guaranteed good attendance at
the luncheon, and the crowd was not disappointed. John Henry Faulk is an
interesting man. Our thanks go to program chairman Milton Nance for bringing
Faulk to Nacogdoches and for planning one of the best programs in recent
Association history.
The officers elected at the fall meeting are: Fred Tarpley, President
(Commerce)j Mrs, E,H. Lasseter, First Vice-President (Henderson); Frank
Smyrl, Second Vice-President (Tyler); Mrs. Tommie Jan Lowery, Secretary
(Lufkin), Mrs. Marion Holt (Beaumont), Mrs. Lois Parker (Beaumont), and
Dr. Irvin May (College Station) are the new directors.
A new county history has been called to our attention. Wood County,
1850-1900, sponsored by the Wood County Historical Society, is now available

from that organization. Mrs. T. Roy Hodson, a member of the Association.
compiled this work, which sells for $21.00. Interested persons may write in
care of P.O. Box 337, Quitman, Texas 75783.
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One of the most worthwhile projects on the horizon is the current attempt
to collect and preserve Texas newspapers. It is a part of the United States
Newspaper Project, administered by the Organization of American Historians
under a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. The Texas
State Library is the unbrella agency for Texas. The project will identify
existing files in an effort to determine which papers should be microfilmed.
Anyone interested in this vital program may obtain further information by
writing Millicent Huff, Texas Slate Library, Box 12927, Capitol Station,
Austin, Texas, 78711.
ANNOUNCING ... The birth of a new GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY,
dedicated to the pursuit, capture and preservation of area GENEALOGY!!
The new EAST TEXAS GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY held its first
fannal meeting May 14 and ip less than three months they reached a
membership total of 1721 Their purpose is to collect, process, publish and
preserve genealogical infofIuation relative to SMITH, GREGG, RUSK,
HENDERSON, PANOLA, ANDERSON, and other nearby East Texas
counties. They hope to form an "association" of many East Texas Counties.
Many genealogical links are to be found in the counties deep in the heart of
East Texas. Situated near four rivers-the Sabine, Trinity, Neches and
Angelina-the area grew rapidly in population.
Their main goal is to bring together people who have ancestors in the East
Texas area (and elsewhere), who are interested in the fascinating hobby of
tracing family history and heritage ... to share books and materials ... to
sponsor workshops ... to hear persons of authority, knowledgeable in various
fields and geographical areas ... and to ferret out and copy for publication in a
quarterly. hitherto unfound and unpublished records that lie buried in our
courthouses, attics, old Bibles, or perhaps in other places known only to area
residents.
One publication, THE BULLETIN, is a monthly newsletter containing
news and activities of the Society, announcements, research helps, library
acquisitions, book reviews, and QUERIES. A quarterly publication, EAST
TEXAS FAMILY RECORDS, is currently being piled and will contain court
records, church records, cemetery inscriptions, family records, Bible records,
and other genealogical material of value, relative to the East Texas area. Both
publications are made possible by the volunteer efforts of the members and are
distributed free with membership. A SURNAME INDEX will be published
once a year in the BULLETIN,
Membership is open to anyone interested in subscribing to the purposes of
the Society, whether Jiving in the general area or elsewhere. Dues are $5.00 to a
single member; $7.50 for two members living in the same household; $4,00 for
students. Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month
from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Citizens Bank Auditorium (4th floor), located
on the Square, Tyler, Texas.
One should not feel that he has little or nothing to contribute because of a
lack of experience in genealogical research. The bulk of such research is
accomplished by interested amateurs. The Society is composed of persons
from all walks of life and the professional researcher will be the exception
rather than the rule.
YOU DO HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE!
JOIN US . . . for application forms and details, write The East Texas
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 851, Tyler, Texas 75710.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Black Jack: The Life and Times of John J. Pershing. Volume I & II. By Frank E.
Vandi ver. College Station (Texas A&M University Press), 1977. Illustrations, Maps,
Notes, Index. p. 1178. $35.00.

At West Point on a warm May day in 1886 graduating Cadet Captain John Joseph
Pershing listened as General John Gibbon, five years from retirement, addressed the
c1ass_ Both men were Civil War and Indian war heroes. Previously that academic year
Pershing had marched the Corps of Cadets to the funeral train for a final salute to General
U.S. Grant. In the Southwest the Apache wars were ending. An age was passing. Ahead
lay an era of colonialism, world power and world conflict. Though the young Missourian
could not know it, he would be far more a part of the new era than the old. Pershing and
that new era are subjects of a recent major biography by the eminent and widely
published scholar, Frank Vandiver, who gives us a work of consumate skill and a
virtuoso display of the historian's art.
During Pershing's first decade as a young lieutenant of calvary, he would find action
rare, routine constant, opportunity for military glory or career advancement slight. But
Pershing maintained his keen sense of duty, passion for order and efficiency, and a mind
which observed and took lesson even from the bleakness of routine. He took every
opportunity to further his career and advance his reputation within the circumscribed
world of the army. Pershing was a model officer; when opportunities of a new age
appeared he would be ready.
Slowly, over the next thirty years, his knowledge and stature grew. He learned to
command his men, win their respect, if not their love, and make better soldiers of them.
His contacts with Sioux scouts, college students in Nebraska, black troopers of the
Tenth Cavalry, volunteer troops, Filipino constabulary, Moros in Mindanao and
Japanese in Manchuria led Pershing to believe that soldierly qualities were universal.
Effective planning and efficient and able command and training were the keys to
successful military operations. These observations indelibly stamped both his character
and his methods.
There were other lessons. Pershing observed and evaluated the new
technology-machine guns, motor transport, airplanes-and adjudged them of potential
military use at a time many officers held them of little or no value. Not a patient man by
nature, he learned patience, at least to a degree, through disciplined routine, through the
frustration of long time in grade and through the self-control necessary in a diplomatically restrained military action in Mexico, These lessons, arduously and sometimes painfully learned, gradually transformed the young second-lieutenant of cavalry
of 1886 to the Iron Commander of 1917-1918.
It was predictable that by 1917 Pershing would stress planning, training,
organization and offense. His effectiveness in these areas together with his ability to
judge and use the talents of such men as Robert Bullard, Hunter Liggett, Charles
Summerall, Fox Conner, George Marshall and George Patton accounts in large measure
for the impressive petformance of the Americans in France,
If the World War was the zenith of Pershing's career, it was not its end, As Chief of
Staff in the early 1920s he worked for a strong and expandable military and attempted to
advance good officers to higher rank and responsibility. Much of his work was ignored,
but those officers who met with his critical approval remained to lead another generation
of American soldiers. Pershing used his influence, even after retirement, to urge the
brilliant Marshall into the strengthened post of Chief of Staff and in so doing did the
nation inestimable service.
Pershing's career was also marked.. by controversy, and although they were not
numerous, they were deep and intense. His promotion from captain to brigadier-
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general in 1906, aided by his father-in-law, Wyoming Senator Francis E. Warren,
brought controversy that threatened even Pershing's private life and reputation. His
successful demands for a separate American sector during the First World War brought
condescension and rancor from the British and French. The battle between Pershing
and wartime Chief of Staff, Peyton C. March. in which the A.E.F. commander main~
tained his independence of command, brought bitterness and a publishing war that
lasted for a generation after the event. But, in the end, it is Pershing who stands as
the key figure of American victory in 1918.
This long-awaited biography adds a new perspective to Pershing. It changes the
two dimensional historical figure, whose stern countenance stares out at us from old
photographs, into a living, breathing human with strengths and weaknesses, loves and
hates. We meet a young bachelor who loves lively company and good friends; a man of
charm, and even, at times, courtliness. We find Pershing a diligent suitor, a loving husband and devoted father. Later he is the tragic grief stricken victim of an unimaginable
horror, the sudden death of his wife and daughters in a house fire. Here too is an admirer of women, many of whom reciprocated with a full measure of admiration and
intimacy: a sutler's daughter, delightful far eastern beauties, his beloved Frankie whom
he married, Nina Patton, George's sister, and the painter Micheline Resco, who shared
his life in France. But if he is human, the old photographs are true to Pershing the soldier: a stern, disciplined, courageous and devoted officer, first and last.
The research and source material incorporated into the work are impressive;
nothing seems to have escaped Professor Vandiver. Public and private papers, memoirs,
diaries", personal interviews, and appropriate secondary material are gleened and skillfully woven into a powetful and dramatic work. The language, style and literary skill
of the author demands attention and inspired admiration. It is a superb biography and
a great adventure story. The biography of Pershing has been done,
Carl L. Davis
Stephen F. Austin State University

The Coushatta People. By Bobby H. Johnson. Phoenix (The Indian Tribal Series), 1976.
p. 104. $4.80.

History is the story of strong tribes rolling over weaker ones-Jews over
Canaanites. Romans over Gauls, Saxons over Celts, and Anglos over Indians, This
struggle for territory and dominance will go on as long as there are animals to struggle,
and to view these episodes in history with a cultivated guilt and Wounded-Knee
sentimentality is mushy romanticism and is intellectually self defeating. Those Indians
that the Anglos rolled over in their relentless movements to the west had in earlier times
just as relentlessly rolled over other Indians. So, it is refreshing to read The Coushatta
People, an account of an Indian tribe that suffered all the vicissitudes that other red men
suffered, but to read a history that is told, certainly not heartlessly, but with historical
objectivity.
Bobby Johnson, the author of The Cou.fhatta People, is a good writer. He has a
classically clean style that says what he wants to say with the least chance of
misunderstanding. And he is able to view the Coushatta's hundred years of wandering in
the wilderness with the calm analytical eye of a practiced historian. The Coushatta
People is one book in the ,Indian Tribal Series Publications, a series of forty monographs
on Indian tribes of North America.
The story of the Coc..shattas hundred-year hegira begins in Alabama in 1793, when
they left the Creek Confederation and headed west just ahead of increasing Anglo
intrusion and the resultant Creek Wars. The particular group of Coushattas that Johnson
tells about wandered all the way to East Texas, only to find themselves still under
invasion by Anglos. In a last effort they returned to one of their former campgrounds in
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Louisiana, where they settled in the general area of Elton and finally centered their
settlement north of Elton on Bayou Blue.
The Coushatta story since their return to south Louisiana around 1850 has been
about the same as the story for all reservation Indians. They were isolated geographically
and socially from the American mainstream and lived on the margin of survival. They
and many vestiges of their culture survived segregation and missionaries and in 1953 they
were cut loose from all federal support. The politics behind the move was not explained
in the book, but the incident does point out the reservation dilemma: whether to
segregate and protect the Indian behind the borders of a reservation or toss him out to
sink or swim.
The Coushattas nearly sank after termination of federal aid in 1953, but helped by
the general prosperity of the nation they were able to survive and acquire some land and
begin some small craft businesses. Ironically, after they began to get on their feet, the
government again recognized their particular status, and in 1973 they were once more
qualified for governmental assistance.
The reservation dilemma of the Coushatta Indians is still unsolved. but the
Coushattas are still on their own ground, They are getting into tourism and are seUing
their crafts. The young are drifting off to be integrated into normal society, for which
they will have to sell some cultural identity, but it is hoped that the strong genes and
cultural qualities that helped them survive through the hard times of the nineteenth
century will help them survive in the twentieth century social melting pot.
Francis Edward Abernethy
Stephen F. Austin State University

The Rocks Begin to Speak. By LaVan Martineau. Las Vegas (KC Publications), 1973.
lllustrations, Glossary, Bibliography, Index. p. 210. $10.95.
For hundreds of years Indians left their imprint on history with mysterious marks on
rocks. Most whites thought these to be hunting stories or merely random drawings.
However, LaVan Martineau believes the sketches, markings. and drawings were part of
an ancient writing system derived from sign language. The author speculated that
pictography was a forerunner of Chinese and Egyptian hieroglyphics. During seventeen
years of study, the author gradually learned to decipher these messages, for he believed
that reading the aged rocks might be a new approach to solving the age-old mystery of
civilization's origination.
Raised by Indians, Martineau became interested in deciphering rock-writing in 1956.
Using the principles of cryptanalysis. he unlocked the meaning of various symbols
etched on the rocks. He collected hundreds of sketches and photographs of rock-writing
in all parts of the United States, Canada, and Mexico; he consulted all publications he
could find on this topic; and he gained valuable assistance from his Indian friends,
In this book Martineau describes his findings and states how he came to understand
the rock~writing, He tells his methods of research and translates various examples of
rock-writing for the reader. doing this task by leading the reader through translations
with a step-by-step explanation using numbered drawings and photographs of actual
rock-writing. To illustrate the historical value of reading rocks for an Indian
interpretation, Martineau deciphered rock-writing accounts of the Navajo Campaign of
Kit Carson in 1863-1864 and Major John Powell's Colorado River Expedition in
1869-1870.
This book contains a plethora of photographs, sketches, and charts which describe,
illustrate. and explain the author's findings and conclusions. Martineau has taken an
intriguing subject and presented evidence to substantiate his belief that rock-writing was
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an ancient method of communication. Thereby, he has constructed a strong, well-wntten
argument that the rocks truly do speak.
Timothy A. Zwink
Oklahoma State University

The Trader on the American Frontier: Myth's Victim. By Howard R. Lamar. College
Station (Texas A&M University Press), 1977. Illustrations. p. 53, $5.00.
Howard R. Lamar's book, The Trader on the American Frontier: Myth's Victim,
was originally an essay presented in April, 1976, at a Texas A&M University
Bicentennial Symposium. Emphasis is placed on the myth surrounding the frontier
trader, much like the cowboy. The author states that the frontier trader has been
stereotyped - whether 10 the form of mountain man, trading post owner, or merchant.
The frontier trader has been seen either through romantic eyes as someone out for
adventure or through dehumanizing eyes as a savage who was not able to get along in the
civilized world. Information is provided that shows neither of these myths can explain
the frontier trader. According to Lamar, the frontier trader provided the first true means
of communication between the Indians and the white man. This link of communication,
the author hints, was destroyed when the frontier trader was replaced by farmers and
merchants.
It is evident that the book was originally an essay due to the lack of transitions
between the sections of the book. However, what disorganization exists is
overshadowed by the interesting story told and the many amusing anecdotes presented.
The book is divided into sections on the frontier trader, mountain man, the cowboy, and
the merchant trader who have all been criticized for the way they conducted business.
However. the author quickly demonstrates that these men were just following practices
which had existed for centuries and used by British, French, as well as Spanish traders.
This book provides a good general source on the frontier trader for the frontier buff.
The footnotes bring out many excellent sources and demonstrates how well-researched
the book is. The historian is warned that it is time the frontier trader's attitudes are
researched carefully and that the frontier trader no longer be stereotyped as he has been.
Vernon Cannamore
Nacogdoches. Texas

Aspects of the American West. By Joe B. Frantz. College Station (Texas A&M
University Press), 1976. p. 82. $5.00.

Years of research, teaching, and thinking ought to bring a scholar to a point of
conviction-a moment of synthesis, if you will-at which he isolates the essence of his
field and relates it to contemporary concerns. The three essays comprisingAspects of the
American West finely exemplify this ideal product of the historian's craft and achieve
relevance in a most constructive sense of that frequently misused term.
"Yellowstone National Park: Genesis of an Urban Solution" summarizes the events
which led to establishment of the first national park and the subsequent development of
the national park system. From that point of departure, Frantz, while not disdaining the
traditional, Congressionally defined function of the National Park Service to preserve
unique portions of pristine America, calls for an additional orientation of the park system
toward the need of' 'our imprisoned city dweller" for an easily accessible "wide world of
out-of-doors ... for crowded mankind to take his elbow from between his neighbor's
ribs. ,.
"Western Impact on the Nation," a more customary essay, illustrates clearly that
western experiences and aspirations comingle with national impulses and form an
integral part of national history which can be construed as neither the sole genesis of
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national emergence nor dismissed as inconsequential to nalional development. Surely
the essay says enough about the national importance of the west to allay the western
defensiveness that evokes belligerant reactions to the kind of truth-telling contained in
Frantz's final essay. "The American West: Child of Federal Subsidy."
Even casual observers of western life should be able to distinguish clearly and easily
between individual achievement and regional reliance on massive federal support which
inevitably benefits individuals_ Similarly, the inescapable fact of pervasive federal
subsidy in the west can be denied with a straight face only by unnecessarily
hypersensitive individuals or cynical, self-seeking economic interests. From such,
Frantz's straight talk is likely to evoke an angry response. But thoughtful, truly
self-confident westerners who love our land for what it is rather than for what we can get
out of it, will ponder carefully what one of our own says about our country-and
especially so as we we!'oterners cope with future-is-now crises bred by urbanization,
industrialization, and diminishing resources.
Frederick W. Rathjen
West Texas State University
Cannon Boy of the Altlmo. By Lee Templeton. Quanah (Nortex Press), 1975. p. 137.
$5.00.

This is a well~written book which should have an attraction for the juvenile reader.
The fictional characters are colorfully drawn and of particular interest was the technical
description of manning, loading, and firing a cannon. The central character in the novel,
Billy King, who is but fifteen years old and volunteers for service at the Alamo
emphasizes the desperate situation facing the Texans.
Against a backdrop of fiction, Templeton follows the standard interpretation in
blaming Fannin '5 refusal to march to the aid of the beleaguered fortress as the principal
reason for the disaster which followed. The author's treatment of Louis Rose, the only
man who would not cross the line drawn by Travis, is sympathetic and believable. All in
all, an enjoyable reading experience and a painless way of learning some basic Texas
history.
Stanley E. Siegel
University of Houston
A History of Texas Baptists. By J.M. Carroll. Dallas (Baptist Standard Publishing Co.),
1923. Reproduction Edition by Historical Publishing Society, 1977. Photographs,
Index. p. 1030. $18.00.

James M. Carroll (1852-1931) pastored several Baptist churches in Texas. including
the First Baptist churches of Lampasas and Waco. He held a variety of offices in Texas
Baptist life and was the founder and first president of San Marcos Baptist Academy.
Carroll also served for a time as president of Oklahoma Baptist University and Howard
Payne College. The author of several books, his most significant literary work was A
Histnry of Texas Baptists. This man would be greatly revered by Texas Baptists except
for the fact that he was overshadowed by his older brother, B.H. Carroll, the founder of
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth.
While Carroll was a student at Baylor College at Independence. J.W.D. Creath gave
him a large file of material and commissioned the young man to add to it and some day
write a history of the Baptists of Texas. And so his professional career as a minister was
begun with this task on his mind and in his closet. And add to it he did. Some years later,
with enough material collected to fill a thousand page volume, Carroll spent ten hours a
day over four years preparing his history of Texas Baptists. A grant of $5,000 made
possible this endeavor.
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Now cOmes the Historical Publishing Society with an authentic reproduction of the
original. The society has pledged one dollar for every book sold to be given to the Baptist
General Convention of Texas.

Carroll's work is a masterpiece. It has who, when, where, and how many statistics
for the researcher and a wealth of personal anecdotes that make history come to life.
Carroll's writing style flows easily, with the result that the reader is surprised and
pleased to find that this massive VOlume is anything but laborious reading.
Divisions of the book are: I-Pre·1836 Texas; II-Early Baptist work, 1836-1846;
lIT-Some beginnings: notably BaYlor. 1846-1860; IV-The impact of Civil War and
Reconstruction, 1861·1875; V-Birth of a variety of missionary and charitable
institutions and moves toward consolidation, 1876-1886; VI-Development after
consolidation into the Baptist Convention of Texas, 1886-1889; VIl-A look at various
institutions during the quarter of a century preceding publication, 1890-1920.
The reproduction is an impressive volume, the fine quality of which is a suitable
match for the craftmanship of the history it contains. The index listing persons and
instimtions is essential to a work of this magnitude. The pictures are interesting but for
some reason most of them are out of place by a chapter or more.
Jerry M. Self
Nacogdoches, Texas

Dog GhostslThe Word on the Brazos. By 1. Mason Brewer. Austin (University of Texas
Press), 1976. Illustrations. p. 232. $4.95.
J. Mason Brewer was once declared by J. Frank Dobie to be the best storyteller of
black folklore anywhere in America. Dog Ghosts, published first in 1958, and The Word
on the Brazos, issued in 1953. are solid evidence in the affirmative. The University of
Texas Press has favored us with a reissue of these collections in one volume.
From Dog Gho.~l.~ one breathes in the atmosphere of front porch rocking chair and
the tales which issue from keen-eyed vision. For instance, there is "Unkuh" Aaron from
near Luling whose secret to life is .. Ah don' dig up de pas', and' Ah don' tote de future."
This Baptist preacher particularly enjoyed The Word on the Brazos, subtitled
"Negro Preacher Tales from the Brazos Bottoms of Texas." Within these stories one
finds the common wisdom of ordinary folk which often outstrips the pretentious learning
of the preachers..• ,Ah calls to min' " the confusion of one preacher who had mistaken a
good sister's emotion over her toothache as conviction due to his sermon. And there is
an appropriate put-down when the widow checks to see who is in the coffin after the
pastor's eulogy goes beyond good Sense.
The storie!> capture basic insights into life as when the young "Mefdis' Preachuh"
clears the ghosts out of the church by preaching on tithing and proposing to take an
offering. And the elder who caUed his oxen Camelite, Prespuhteerun, Mefdis', and
Baptis' displayed his understanding of dumb animals and denominations.
The Dog G hosts stories were collected from storyteUers, one learns from the table
of contents, who range in age from 21 to 97 and who reside throughout central and
eastern Texas. The forewords by Chapman J. Milling and J. Frank Dobie are informative
and both books are enhanced by iUustrations from the pens of John Biggers and Ralph
White, Jr.
Read the folktales if you are interested in humor, pathos, good sense, and a
willingness to be less somber and thus more serious about life.
Jerry M. Self
Nacogdoches, Texas
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Fighting With Ross' Texas Cavalry Brigade, C.S.A. Edited by Homer L. Kerr.
Hillsboro (Hill Junior College Press), 1975. Appendix, Bibliography, Index. p. 240.
$9_50_
While the title of this new addition to Confeder.i1e history sounds quite broad, this
work is principally the diary of Lt. George L. Griscom who was the adjutant of the 9th

Texas Cavalry Regiment. Yet, this book is so much more than just the publishing of
another Civil War diary, due to the thorough and meticulous editorial research that is
embodied in it. In fact. the reader may find himself more engrossed in the interesting
details found in the notes sections than Griscom's diary itself. As one example, Kerr
concisely illuminates the complex tribal politics and factionalism that determined Indian
allegiances at the outset of the Civil War.
This, however, is not to minimize Griscom's diary, nor the diarist. Griscom was
articulate, sensitive and possessed the rare habit of recording the most minute details of
his regiment's activities. He names every man injured, however slightly, in all the
engagements, whether major battles of minor skirmishes. In this, the diary is a more
complete chronicle of the history of that regiment than can be found in the Official
Records of the War of the Rebellion.
The editor prefaces each part of the book, of which there are six, with a brief resume
of the campaigns covered by Griscom's entries. This is a helpful aid to the reader, giving
the broader perspective of the war in which Griscom was caught up.
Between Kerr and Griscom the history of the 9th Regiment is traced from its
organization in the fall of 1861 to its surrender on May 15, 1865. In between are recorded
all of the hard·fought campaigns that steadily took their toll of the roster of the regiment.
For all purposes the activities of the regiment-and the brigade--ceased following the
Nashville debacle in December of 1864. For the remainder of the war their time was
relegated to recruiting their strength and in minor skirmishing with the Federals in the
backwater war zone around Vicksburg, Mississippi.
Ross' Cavalry Brigade has long awaited its popular renoun in ranking with Hood's
Brigade and the Terry Rangers. The fact is that the war·time record of Ross' cavalrymen
was outstanding, arduous and excel1ed, if that, by few other comparable Confederate
units. This book should close that gap considerably and perhaps the editor will be
encouraged to write the definitive history of that illustrious brigade.
Robert W. Glover
Tyler Jr. College

Vaqueros in Blue alld Gray. By Jerry Don Thompson. Auslin (Presidia! Press), 1977.
Illustrations, Notes, Bibliography, Index. p. 148. $9.50.

Jerry Thompson's Vaqueros is not the definitive history of the Tejano,\',
Mexican-Americans who fought under Unionist or Rebel flags during the War between
the States. It is, however, an interesting introduction into an important, albeit largely
unnoticed, theater of Civil War history.
The slim volume depicts the heroism and the rank opportunism of the prominent
Blue and Gray Tejanos who cla....hed not only in the battle-scarred Rio Grande Valley,
hut, as the Laredo Junior College historian asserts, "most of the major battles". Here,
for example, is Santos Benavides and his courageous brothers. defenders of the Stars
and Bars, who, among the estimated 9500 Mexican-American soldiers, earned high
military honors and the respect of their Anglo commanders. Less honorably, but no less
significant to the Rio Grande fratricide, was the enigmatic Adrian J. Vidal, a Confederate
officer who deserted, along with his entire command. to the Union cause, and shortly
afterwards deserted again to enlist in the Mexican Juar;stas, only to be captured,
court-martialed and executed by the Imperialists in 1865.
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While thorough in its historical accuracy, Vaqueros is, on occasion, colorless
reading. True, few historians can rival the poetry of a Bruce Catton or Shelby Foote, yet
the repetition of the Civil War as the "epic struggle" is trying; still more tedious are such
attempts at high drama as "They came out of the grey dawn from New Orleans," and
"Ford envisioned himself as the Confederate David who would march into the Rio
Grande Valley and either slay the Union Goliath or drive him into the Rio Grande."
Fortunately for the reader, most of Thompson's asides are couched in a legion of
footnotes, over 270.
While Vaqueros is not the seminal history of the Mexican-American's role in the
Civil War, Mr. Thompson's competent research and bibliography should intrigue the
"Mr. Lincoln's War" reader and the serious historian alike.
Robert C. Davis
Dallas, Texas
The Battle in the Bayou Country. By Morris Raphael. Detroit (Harlo Press), 1975.
Illustrations, Maps, Index. p. 199. $10.95.

The author of this volume feels that the more prominent engagements of the Civil
War in Louisiana, such as those fought at New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Mansfield,
have overshadowed the savage amphibious warfare that raged from Bayou Des
Allemands through the Atchafalaya River Basin and Bayou Teche for ultimate control of
the Red River and the Confederacy's supply line with Texas. The author attempts to
bring this little-known but strategically important campaign to light.
The first of the twelve chapters outlines the fall of New Orleans, the arrivaJ of
Benjamin "Beast" Butler in Louisiana, and the destruction of Donaldsonville by Union
forces. The remaining chapters cover approximately one year from the arrival of
Confederate General Richard Taylor in August, 1862, through the Union campaign for
control of the inland waterways and Taylor's triumphant counter·attack in June, 1863.
In re-creating the almost forgotten battles of Bisland, Irish Bend, and Vermilion
Bridge, the author relies primarily on regimental histories, soldiers' journals,
contemporary newspapers and the Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies and Nm'ies.
The military account is enlivened with many stories of human interest, such as the
execution of Unionist Louisianians for treason by Confederate Louisianians, the
improbable capture of a Yankee gunboat by Texas cavalry, and the sheer audacity of
Taylor's "mosquito fleet" attack across Berwick Bay.
The author refers to this account as "the first phase of the bayou country campaign"
and "being a southerner," chooses to end the narrative at the point of the 1863
Confederate triumph "in order to give his book a sort of happy ending."
The author's notes, including comments made from personal exploration of the
battle sites, are very informative. They show the author to be familiar with both the
geography and subject of his undertaking.
It is hoped that the remainder of the war in the bayou country story will be continued
by Mr. Raphael at a later date.
Michael L. Toon
Austin, Texas
Cavalry Wife: The Diary of Eveline M. Alexander, 1866-1867. By Sandra L. Myres.
College Station (Texas A&M University), 1977. Notes, Photographs, Map,
Bibliography, Index. p. 175. $]0.00.

Eveline Alexander, born and raised in New York, was the wife of cavalry officer
Andrew Alexander. When Andrew received orders to go to New Mexico Territory in the
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summer of 1866, Eveline accompanied him on the journey from Ft, Smith, Arkansas, to
Ft. Union. The Alexanders traversed the Indian Territory and the Llano Estecado on
their way west, and Eveline offers fascinating descriptions of the terrain and the Indians
they encountered. She describes the people she meets and the hazards of the trail with
great interest and relates numerous anecdotes concerning the weather, the animals, and
the uncomfortable living conditions. During the trip and the subsequent garrison duty in
New Mexico and Colorado Territories, Eveline met such notables as General William T.
Sherman and "Old Kit" Carson and toured Santa Fe and several Indian villages. The
interest of the lady from New York in the Indians and in the diverse landscapes brings a
frcshnelis to her narrative and creates images which make the reading of her diary
enjoyable and informative.
Myres enhances the readability of the journal by correcting the obvious errors in
grammar, but she allows Eveline Alexander to tell the story; the narrative evolves
smoothly without pernicious editor's notes interrupting the flow. Myres provides the
proper biographical context for the diary in the introduction and includes biographical
sketches of the officers mentioned in Eveline's account. The footnotes for each chapter
illuminate and expand the topics mentioned by Eveline and otIer numerous suggestions
for further reading on these topics. As a result of judicious editing and organization,
Cavalry Wile is more than a mere collection of one woman's experiences. Eveline
Alexander's story is placed in the broader context of the fascinating panorama of the
post-war Southwest. This book will enhance any library and will undoubtedly encourage
further interest in the history of the region.
Michael Everman
Oklahoma State University

Broadcloth and Britchn: The Santa Fe Trade. By Seymour V. Connor and Jimmy M.
Skaggs. College Station (Texas A&M University Press), 1977. Sources, Index. p.
225. $10.95.

While I was taking graduate courses at the University of Texas in 1949, Professor H.
Bailey Carroll assigne4 me the topic, "Merchandising on the Santa Fe Trail," for a term
paper. I tackled the ptoject with vigor and satisfied the requirements for the assignment;
but as I now look back the pickings were poor and the end result most disappointing.
When invited to review Broadcloth and Britches: The Santa Fe Trade, by Seymour
Connor and Jimmy Skaggs, 1jumped on the chance, hoping that at last the merchandising
angle had been properly explored and analyzed. Reading the book was a pleasant,
enlightening experience, but I closed it with a feeling that its focus was much broader
than the title implied and that Bailey will have to wait for still another venture into the
phase of the Santa Fe Trail.
The Connor-Skaggs volume may be divided into three parts. The first third describes
the origin and development of the Santa Fe trade, with a glance at merchandising and at
Indian threats. The role of Becknell is given a fresh look. In part two the story shifts from
trail history to Texas' territorial designs on New Mexic~which extended into the Ci.vil
War period. This section provides background insights into the expanding interest and
investment by Texans in New Mexico today. Part three describes the entry of the Santa
Fe Railroad into New Mexico-which ended more than fifty years of wagon traffic on the
old trail. In a concluding chapter, the authors assess the impact of the Santa Fe trade on
the national economy, and particularly on the history of the adjoining region.
The wide loop. the elimination of footnotes, the selected bibliography-all suggest
that the book is intended primarily for a popular audience. Twenty three illustrations,
four maps, and an index enhance its value. Spritely written, with an accent on drama,

60

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Broadcloth and Britches will find a ready niche on the bookshelf of works on the
Southwest.

Harwood P. Hinton
U Diversity of Arizona

The Swenson Saga and the SMS Ranches. By Mary Whatley Clarke. Austin (Jenkins
Publishing Company), 1976. Bibliography, Index. p. 346. $12.50.
Further evidence of the rich ethnic diversity of Texas history is revealed by Mary
Whatley Clarke's account of the remarkable career of the Swedish pioneer S.M.
Swenson and the rich contributions which he and his kinsmen made to the state and the
nation. This well-researched study was an eye-opener to this reviewer as the Swensons
are not nearly as well known to Texas historians as they deserve to be. Not only did S.M.
Swenson lead the vanguard of Swedish pioneers to Texas in 1836 and help to establish a
number of Swedish communities, but he also became a leading planter (Fort Bend
County), land speculator, and merchant, financier, and civic leader in Austin before the
Civil War. His Union sympathies worked great hardship upon him and forced him to
seek sanctuary in Mexico and eventually to locate in New York City where he rose to be
one of America's leading financiers. Swenson returned strong affection for Texas, and
his Texas investments grew in size and value. His sons Eric and Albin founded the
Swenson Brothers Cattle Company in 1882 and, with the aid of such managers as Frank
Hastings and their own cousin Andrew John Swenson, developed one of Texas' largest
and most successful ranching operations. Mary Clarke ably describes the breeding and
feeding experiments, the mail-order marketing of cattle, and the combatting of prairie
dog, mesquite. and drouth depradations.
Not only did the Swensons lasso and revitalize the great Spur Ranch and attract
settlers and build communities like Stamford, they also pioneered the vital Texas sulphur
industry, founding the Freeport Sulphur Company in 1911, an interesting story in itself.
Although the editing was lax, this book represents valuable social and economic history.

Edward Hake Phillips
Austin College

Between Sun and Sod:An Informal History ofthe Texas Panhandle. By Willie Newbury
Lewis. College Station (Texas A&M University Press), 1976. Illustrations, Notes,
Bibliography, Index. p. 178. $12.50.
Originally published in 1938, this revised and expanded edition of Between Sun and
Sod includes an introduction by Fred Rathjen. The author, Mrs. Lewis, who now lives in

Dallas, Texas, first went to the High Plains as a bride in 1912. Interested in the·region.
she started collecting personal interviews from early settlers and supplemented those
sources with a host of secondary works which she integrated into this interesting history
of the Texas panhandle. Brief chapters survey geography and exploration and the coming
of the buffalo hunters and soldiers; Lewis then analyzes the socia-cultural history of the
region while not ignoring economic developments. With the heart of the study spanning
the years from 1870 to 1900. its focus is on the development of Clarendon, with attention
also given to the founding of Mobeetie and Tascosa.
Between Sun and Sod was well worth revising and re-re1easing. It belongs on the
"must read" list of those scholars and laymen interested in frontier Texas.
James M. Smallwood
Oklahoma State University
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Tyler and Smith County, Texas: An Historical Survey. Edited by Robert W. Glover.
Tyler (American Bicentennial Committee of Tyler-Smith County), 1976.
Illustrations, Appendix, Bibliography, Index. p. 287. $15.00.
In the past few years East Texas communities have prepared county histories as part
of the heritage awareness program which came with the Bicentennial observances of
1976. Such a work is Tyler & Smith County, Texas: An Historical Survey, edited by
Robert W. Glover, assisted by Linda Brown Cross. The result is an attractive book with
the dust jacket featuring a painting of the Smith County Courthouse and Square of about
1876.

The substance of the book, as Professor Glover says, is "an anthology of sorts,"
since the contributors of articles are local historians, both lay and professional, who are
recognized as qualified in the topic of their chapter contribution. Chapters are arranged
chronologically through the Reconstruction Era, beginning with Robert K. Peters'
interesting account "from Wilderness to War." Bob Glover in Chapter 11, as would be
expected, competently relates the story of this important Confederate center during the
Civil War. Professor John Carrier, Head of the Department of History at East Texas
State University, presents the Reconstruction chronicle, based on the sources and
complete with some detail on the strife of the E.J. Davis regime in Texas in the early
1870s. Dean Frank Smyrl of Texas Eastern University (Tyler) in Chapter IV provides
interesting glimpses of Tyler's "politics and politicians, 1875-1975." In summary he
notes that the county since 1952 has given notable support to candidates of the
Republican Party. Chapter V on "commerce and industry," written by Robert Fleet of
the Tyler public school system, traces the course of business history to the 1970s.
"Cotton" and "Roses" are parts of Chapter VI, co-authored by Ben Browning, retired
County Agent, and Dr. Eldon W. Lyle, noted authority on rose culture. Linda Brown
Cross, assistant editor, in Chapter VII adds a useful glossary of census "beats" and
communities, including notes as to the destiny of each. Co-authors Ethel Callaway and
Katie Stewart present Part I of Chapter VIII which relates the "Black Ethnic"
contribution in Smith County history. They conclude that local blacks "have made
tremendous progress" in their 110 years of freedom. Rabbi Harvey E. Wessel, Part II,
summarizes the Jewish contribution, showing in a downtown map the various business
locations of Jewi sh merchants of the past. The Lebanese community warrants an
account as Part III with Sylvia Haddad, a Tyler resident, as author. The "contemporary
scene" is described by Barbara Carder, senior student at Texas Eastern. She sees in
overview that healthy development of the county is continuing, although much remains
to be done.
There are eight appendices pertinent to census percentages and minorities. An
end-paper contemporary map of the county adds usefulness. All in all, this heritage book
should look well alongside like volumes appearing as products of the Bicentennial
observance.
James L. Nichols
Stephen F. Austin State University

First Ladies of Texas: The First Ont' Hundred Years, 1836-1936. By Mary D. Farrell
and Elizabeth Silverthorne. Belton, TX (Stillhouse Hollow Publishers), 1976.
l1lustrations, Photographs, Bibliography. p. 427.
When Sam Houston was inaugurated for the second time as President of the
Republic of Texas, he feelingly declared, "Oh, it is woman that makes the hero. It is she
that instills the ftre of patriotism ...... Tl is this sentiment which the authors of First
Ladies of Texas so ably illustrate as the rule, rather than the exception, in their book on
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the lives of the women who stood behind the great men of Texas. While much has been
written about the Presidents and Governors of Texas during its first one hundred years as
a free republic and state, with the exception of Margaret Houston, little attention has
been paid to the women who shared the lives ofthe highest-ranking Texans. This book is
a worthy attempt to remedy that omission.
The lives of the First Ladies of Texas reveal no stereotype. Each was different in
background, personality, education, religion, cultural interests, and influence; yet each
left. to a lesser or greater degree, mark on the administmtion of her husband and on the
development of Texas. One of the most influential was the wife of James Henderson,

Frances Henderson, who did much to establish the Episcopal Church in Texas. There is
evidence that another governor's wife, Lucadia Pease, not satisfied with the location
chosen for the erecting of the Governor's Mansion, saw to it that the Mansion was built
on the present site, diagonally across from the Capitol. Another First Lady, called "the
Dolly Madison of the mansion," Lena Sayers, systematized the social life of the
Mansion, setting up precedents of great value to her successors.
As the authors point out, the women in almost every case seem to have had
remarkably close and affectionate relationships with their husbands. Sam and Margaret
Houston, as their letters reveal, were particularly devoted to each other, as were James
and Sallie Hogg. With only one exception, Pendleton Murrah, every husband greatly
respected and appreciated his First Lady.
Every First Lady, without exception, made great personal sacrifice in the interest of
her husband's public service to Texas. Many of the early First Ladies. such as Martha
Wood, stayed home to supervise the farm and children, freeing their husbands to carry
out the administration of the government. Others, like Lucadia Pease, had to leave an
established home and sell carefully selected furniture to make the move to Austin. All
wives suffered a loss in the time and attention of their husbands.
First Ladies afTexas is a well~written account of the lives of the thirty·one women
who were the governors' wives from the beginning of the Republic in 1836 through the
centennial year of 1936. A final chapter sketches briefly the Jives and contributions of the
eight women who have served as First Ladies since that time. The book ends with
twenty· seven pages containing a general bibliography as well as extensive selected
bibliographies on each of the women included. In addition to its valuable biographical
material, it contains interesting sidelights to Texas history, such as the recapture of
Cynthia Ann Parker and the haunting of the Governor's Mansion. It is valuable also for
its brief accounts of each governor's administration and for the history is provides of the
building, decorating, and remodeling of the Governor's Mansion. Significantly lacking,
however. is an index. Despite this omission, the book retains its value. This reviewer
feels it is of particular worth as a supplemental text in the Texas history classroom,
where too often the shaping of history seems a masculine prerogative.
Rosemary Snider
Longview, Texas
Quicksilver: Terlingua and the Chisos Mining Company. By Kenneth Baxter Ragsdale.
College Station (Texas A&M University Press), 1976. Bibliography, Index. p. 327.
$]2.50.
The stark, beautiful landscape of the Big Bend region of Texas has a lure for the
casual traveller as well as the seasoned explorer of the southwestern United States.
When a hiswrian adds the romance of ghost towns like Terlingua to such a series of
images the student of such a territory finds the mix irresistible. Ken Ragsdale, director of
educational services at the Texas State Historical Association, tells the story of the
kingpin of the mercury mining operations in the Big Bend superbly in his exhaustive
monograph, Quichilver.
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The book is much more than a history of an important mining company. Ilis a social
history of a southwestern mining town. It touches on everything from the relationship of
Mexican miners to the Anglo mining managers, to the problems of elementary education
on the periphery of American society. The author includes incisive observations about
local politics in the area, the special problems of transportation in a remote region (the
Studebaker wagon was a remarkably tough vehicle), and the difficulties of supplying
adequate amounts of potable drinking water for all those living and working in Terlingua.
The chief figure in this book is the controversial organizer and absolute lord of the
company, Howard E. Perry. Ragsdale's portrait of one of the last of the old "robber
barrons" of the nineteenth century style, while not appealing, is thorough. The
discussion of the manner and demeanor with which he ran the business, often from long
distances, is an impressive reflection of careful scholarship. Perry's ruthlessness was
manifested in everything from the wages he paid his Mexican laborers, to the way in
which he obtained control of lucrative blocks of land, to his illegal operations in the
Rainbow Mine episode. The significance of these developments can best be appreciated
when the reader remembers that at one time, Terlingua was the largest source of mercury
in the entire United States. During World War One, the munitions industry could not
have supplied the American armed forces with adequate amounts of explosives without
sufficient quantities of fulminate of mercury. The latter served as the primiflg compound
in ammunition, which is to say. it set off the main charge of gunpowder. Long years of
peace and an end to the easily obtained, high-grade cinnabar ore, brought the company to
collapse on the eve of World War Two.
While the company operated, however, it helped shape the history of southwest
Texas. The book is almost completely non-technical. Students of geology and mining
engineering will find little specific information here. The volume is one of micro-business
history, skillfully reinforced with an analysis of its social significance. Within this
framework. the book is first class.
Allen Richman
Stephen F. Austin State University
Crazy Women In the Rafters. Memories of a Texa.~ Boyhood. By Paul Patterson.
Norman (University of Oklahoma Press), 1976. p. 242. $8.95.
The world has turned many times since the childhood days of our present generation
of senior citizens. During their past sixty or seventy years these older people have
witnessed the transition from the nineteenth century ethos to that of the twentieth
century. It has been a transition both for better and for worse. The!'>e people may indeed
be the last surviving generation to have seen this crucial move from.1he old to the new.
In his personal narrative about growing up in West Texas between 1913 and 1927,
Paul Patterson outlines this transition on a grass roots level. The dust cover of his volume
states that this is a book for boys and girls. Truly, our youth should read it, but these very
sensitive memoirs ought not be limited to youngsters. Because of its important message
and the author's obvious intent, Crazy Women In the Rafters is a serious work.
Patterson grew up in the Upton County region in a time when this last farming and
ranching frontier was slipping away. Still, it was frontier enough for the men to
outnumber women three to one, and for running water to be a novelty. It was a time,
however, when fathers and grandfathers on one day told tales of the long cattle drives,
while on the next they purchased their first automobile. It was a place, the author states,
where cowboys in chaps and felt hats danced the Turkey Trot.
Patterson doe!'> not totaUy whitewash the old days with a nostalgic brush. Readmits
their home-grown prejudices and inherited economic deprivation. His observations focus
upon the hardships of a Texas family whose breadwinner was a scrupulously honest man
caught up in our make-it American Society. Patterson's Papa was every inch a
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Tocquevillian character, the ever-present American on the move. But this particular
man's pot of gold at the end of the rainbow was actually a daily bowl of friJoleL The
author incisively describes the anxieties and negative effects that such a way of life had
on his loved ones.
Yet, through aU the hardships, there was little sense of alienation. That
overwhelming malaise which plagues urban American society today is conspicuously
absent in Crazy Women In the Rafters. This book is a story of a people integrated with
their surroundings; both with their fellow man and with nature. They had a sense of being
part of something, part of a region perhaps. Young Paul may have worn patched hand-me
downs to school, but he knew and interacted with all the other kids. He even interacted
with his brothers and sisters. Their simple life-style may have dictated that dances and
midnight suppers be the apex of social gatherings in Upland, Texas, but they were
meaningful gatherings. Our bedroom suburbs of today simply do not and probably
cannot equal this sense of community. All our present bourgeois affluence and gadgetry
might even preclude the interaction the J.D. Pattersons took for granted. They may not
have had our standard of living, but neither did they possess our current spiritual
bankruptcy.
Those of us who can identify with this sense of true Texa!) belonging will find
Patterson's work refreshing. Those many others who did not grow up smelling mesquite
smoke. or watching heat waves dance. or hearing the cry of the West Texas wind, or
feeling true companionship in the open air need to read this volume and contemplate it as
welL It was written by a wise and compassionate old gentleman who freely confesses
that much of his story might have sprung from a vivid imagination. But all people, I'd
say. from the person on the assembly line to those in academe, function on their
perceptions. Therefore, Paul Patterson is not only telling us how it was for one family,
but perhaps for a significant portion of the population in that time and place. His book is
a fine piece of Texana and Americana.
Tom Kreneck
Houston Metropolitan Research Center

The Duke of Duval: The Life and Times of George B. Parr. By Dudley Lynch. Waco
(Texian Press), 1976. lllustrations, Index. p. 139. $8.50.
For most of the twentieth century Archie and George Parr were the dukes of Duval
County. Like the bosses of Tammany Hall in New York City and the Pendergast
Machine in Kansas City, they perfected the art of ward politics, of favors for votes, of
political graft and corruption. With fatherly care they watched over the
Mexican-American population, speaking their language, preserving their culture. and
respecting them as individuals rather than as aliens in the land of their ancestors. As a
consequence, they became men of considerable influence, capable of launching a
successful public career or of destroying aspiring local officials. In fact, George Parr
achieved national imporLance in the 1948 Democratic senatorial race by delivering the
pivotal votes for Lyndon Baines Johnson against Coke Stevenson.
Although Parr control in Duval County was amazing, the ineffectiveness of both
state and federal officials was even more incredible. For, at best. the Parrs fashioned an
unenviable public record. While providing economic and spiritual sustenance to their
wards, they took excellent care of themselves. Brazenly they looted the Benavides
school district year after year. "borrowed" $500,000 from the Duval County
government, and consistently evaded federal income taxes. To maintain their position
against opponents they used any means. often times illegal-ballot stuffing, bribery,
threats, beatings. and on several occasions murder. Yet for all such misdeeds they
served only two short prison sentences, despite the continual efforts of both the courts
and government officials to assess punishment. Possibly author Dudley Lynch of DaUas
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best summed up this malaise of public spirit and the flaunting of democratic processes by
saying: "Duval! Like a loincloth, it hangs at the groin of Texas: 95 miles to the south of
San Antonio, and two centuries, perhaps three, to the rear of Jeffersonian Democracy"
(p. 10).
So for those who wish to read about an almost unbelievable political cancer which
has existed-and still does-in Texas, The Duke of Duval is good copy. Lynch writes
fluently and well; he has obviously researched his subject; and he has tried to present his
story objectively.
Ben Procter
Texas Christian University

New London, 1937: On.e Woman's Memory of Orange and Green. By Lorine Zylks
Bright. Wichita Falls (Nortex Press), 1977. p. 234, $10.00.
The author contends that "no one is in a better position" to give "an interesting and
factual account" of the New London School explosion because of "my complete
involvement." What emerges is a somewhat narrow personal account of the author's
experiences on the day of the disaster. While it is obvious that Mrs. Bright wishes to
share her observations with the reader. this first literary attempt cannot be considered a
work of high historical reporting nor a comprehensive account of the greatest tragedy in
the history of education.
The ten chapters are divided into three somewhat incoherent sections. Section One
is the author's personal account of the explosion, Section Two consists of a short history
of New London and the East Texas oil field, and Section Three is an appendix partially
listing students enrolled at the time of the disaster along with a compilation of those killed
in the explosion. Only fifty of the 234 pages are text with the remaining composed of
photographs and lists of students. About half of the text is devoted to the disaster itself
and the remainder to the East Texas oil field and early residents of New London.
Chapter One, "Warnings of Disaster," ends with ", .. the school radiators were
heated by steam created by a furnace in the cafeteria half across the campus." This is a
glaring error. If steam had been piped across the school grounds there would not have
been faulty gas lines beneath the school.
Little is contributed to a comprehensive account of the tragedy and reaction to the
explosion and its aftermath, Considering this lack of overview, Mrs. Bright's personal
contribution still is important because it adds to the few available accounts of the
disaster. The definitive work on the New London explosion has yet to be written.
Michael L. Toon
Austin. Texas
Regulating Competition in Oil: Government Intervention in the U.S. Refining Industry,

1948-1975. By E. Anthony Copp. College Station (Texas A&M University Press).
1976. Glossary. Bibliography, Index, p. 280. $14,50.
In this monograph. the first title in the projected Texas A&M University economic
series, the author reviews the sad litany of events that surround the confused and chaotic
circumstances involving our present energy crisis. Since 1948 public policy imposed
upon the petroleum refining sector has been contradictory. The federal government
attempted to insure competition in this area by controlling monopolistic tendencies on
the part of major companies. Import quotas. preferential pricing. and at times, legal
action were employed to reserve domestic markets for small independent refiners. But at
the same time, particularly after the rise of the OPEC powers, the federal government
has tried in the name of national security to develop programs stimulating our domestic
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petroleum industry. The result has been failure on both points: Major refining
companies, with access to foreign crude. have continued to dominate the domestic
market; conversely the failure of smaller companies to generate expansion capital for
domestic increases in refinery capacity and domestic crude production has again
increased our reliance upon imported oil.
The author rightfully blames this impasse upon the lack of a well conceived national
energy policy. But he believes that such a policy can be developed only with the industry
itself furnishing dominant leadership. This is supportable to a point. It does not take into
account the alleged sins of the industry as detailed in such recent works as Anthony
Sampson's, The Seven Sisters: The Great Gil Companies and the World They Shaped
(New York, 1975) and John M. Blair's, The Control of Gil (New York, 1976). These
books. one by a reputable journalist, the other by a respected civil servant-academician,
create a climate of public opinion making industry leadership a political impossibility.
Lately, the industry. as it has during times of previous controversy, appears to be
undertaking a campaign justifiably extolling some of its virtues. But these attempts to
reverse the image will undoubtedly take considerably more time.
This book is an outgrowth of an economics dissertation and may turn-off many
"traditional" historians ¥lith its jargon, graphs, and redundancies. However. such
readers should persevere. They will be rewarded with an apt summation of recent public
policy and its legislative history even though its conclusion at present seems unrealistic.
John O. King
University of Houston

Gilpin County Gold. By H. William Axford. Chicago (Swallow Press), 1976. Notes.
Index. p. 210. $10.00.
Noted now as a tourist town and the location of a restored opera house. Central City
a century ago was known as the capital of Gilpin County, "the richest square mile on
earth." Peter McFarlane who became a mid-range, mining equipment entrepreneur
arrived at Central City at the height of the gold and silver boom and remained to ¥litness
its decline over the next sixty years. The biography of McFarlane, a serious, sober,
hard-working businessman, tells the story of the area, explains the technology, and
serves to offset the wild stories of the mining frontier. The book is scholarly,
well-written, and worth reading.
David McComb
Colorado State University

Per.~pectjve.5

and Irony in American Slavery. Edited by Harry P. Owens. Jackson
(University Press of Mississippi). 1976. Notes, Bibliography. p. 188. $3.50.

In October, 1975, seven of the most eminent scholars on the subject of slavery
gathered in Oxford, Mississippi and presented papers on the peculiar institution. The
symposium titled "The Slave Experience in America: A Bicentennial Perspective" was
sponsored by the Department of History of the University of Mississippi. The speakers
were: Carl N. Degler, Eugene D. Genovese. David Brion Davis. Stanley L. Engerman.
William K. Scarborough, John W. Blassingame, and Kenneth M. Stampp. This volume
contains the papers presented at the conference and is "must" reading for those persons
interested in American slavery who did not attend the symposium.
Billy D. Ledbetter
Cooke County College
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A Ne\{-' Birth of Freedom: The Republiwn Party and Freedmen'~' Rights, 1861-1866. By
Herman Belz, Westport, eN (Greenwood Press), 1976. Bibliography, Index_ p. 199.
$16.95.
Few historians will be surprised by Herman Belz's thesis that Republicans shifted
from grudging support of emancipation as a military necessity in 1861 to a determination
to protect freedmen's basic civil and political rights by 1866. Civil War and legal
specialists, however, will want to read this careful explanation of exactly how and why
Republican Congressmen considered many legal and Constitutional theories before
passing the civil rights laws and Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments in response to
shifting military and political developments of the period. This is the best, if not the
definitive, study of this narrowly defined topic.
Robert G. Sherer
Wiley College

Texas Wild, The Land, Plants, and Animals of the Lone Star State. By Richard Phelan.
Photographs by Jim Bones. New York (E,P. Dutton & Co.), 1976. Bibliography,
Notes, Index. p. 256. $30.00.
Beyond the heavy industry and the freeways, claims author Richard Phelan, there is
a wild Texas yet, a Texas where the beer cans are few and the litter is little, where the
wilderness is almost intact. Most of us look toward it from speeding autos, down on it
from streaking air ships, or in air-conditioned comfort we view books such as this and
feel romantic about it. We wish we knew more about it, marvel at our forefathers who ate
it raw, and are often glad we don't have it so tough. Phelan wrote this book to satisfy at
least the first part.
1 particularly like the preface, perhaps because it agrees with some of my own
intuitive reactions to Texas. "No other state has so many ... " land forms, climates, etc.
This is the staff we were raised on, confirm with our communications to outsiders and to
ourselves, and pass on to the young when it becomes our turn. As one who has made the
drive to Amarillo or to the Big Bend from Nacogdoche~ several times, the changes are
apparent even if measured in gas stops and rest areas. These changes structure Phelan's
chapters: the Trans-Pecos, the Edward Plateau, the Llano Uplift, the Stakes Plain, the
Prairies and Cross Timbers. the East Texas Forest, the Gulf Coast, and the Rio Grande
Plain. The material in each is well presented in language easy to follow and to
understand. Here even travelling salesmen will learn about natural and human Texas.
And I must especially commend the attention give to East Texas. Many so-called
"Texas" books assume that Louisiana extends to the Brazos; this one gives us our due.
A word must be said for Bones' photographs. Having seen his Texas Heartland it
was natural to expect a great deal. He makes good again. Whether the photograph is the
patterns on the unden.ide of a weathered tree or the panarama of the Crusos Mountains,
his work is masterful. It is a good book, and will make a fine gift, if you can stand to let it
go.
Archie P. McDonald
Stephen F. Austin State University
BOOK NOTES
The Bicentennial Commt'morative History oINacugdoches. By Edward B. Baker and
others. Nacogdoches (Nacogdoches Jaycees), 1976. Illustrations, Index. p. 297,
$12.50.

"This book is not a dreary. chronological history of a town; rather it is a collection
of pictoral and verbal snapshots of Nacogdoches-views of Nacogdoches from many
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different perspectives." Editor Baker thus defines the scope and raison d' eIre of his
organization's Bicentennial gift to their (our) town. This is such a fine project, a more
lasting monument, really, than marble or bronze, for I know my fellow citizens well
enough to envision them valuing-cheri:;;hing, even-this volume for decades. The
Jaycees learned a lot about pUblishing from this effort. especially about proof-reading
and index-making and getting recalcitrant contributors to own up to previously agreed
upon deadlines, but their efforts have borne fine fruit. The contributors were or are
residents of the community. and not a few have been associated with Stephen F. Austin
State University as well: in addition to Baker, the contributors include Karle Wilson
Baker, Texas' fIrst lady of letters, Eddie Miller, James M. McReynolds, Charles
Langford, F.E. Abernethy, Bill Stewart. A.P. McDonald, Martha Anne Turner, James
Deaton, Diane Prince, Willie Earl Woods Tindall, H. Lawrence Zillmer, Bob Murphy,
Lois Foster Blount, Lucille Fain, Ben Covin, C.F. Sheley, Robert S. Maxwell, A.L.
Johnson, Linda Devereaux, George Rice, Carolyn Ericson, Charles Deaton, Tucker
Randall Spradley, Joe Ericson, Melinda Ann Crain Ivy, J.L. Jackson, Joe Borders,
Cleon Compton, and John F. Anderson (whew!). Topics range from early explorers to
the 1976 Bicentennial celebration.
Among the things which makes this publication so valuable are the illustrations, the
pictures of the past. The books are available from any Nacogdoches Jaycee, as well as at
many local outlets and may be ordered from Baker at 2816 Dogwood, Nacogdoches,
75961.

The Handbook of Texas: A Supplement. Volume III. Edited by Eldon Stephen Branda.
Austin (The Texas State Historical Association), 1976. p. 1145. $35.00.

"We cannot write the definitive book. Everything changes." Thus Eldon S. Branda,
editor of the Texas State Historical Association's The Handbook of Texas: A
Supplement, Volume III, succinctly explains why this important work was so long in the
making. Like an anxiously awaited Hollywood piece, it was years in the process and
stars a cast of thousands. At least in this case, the wait is rewarded with a work as
valuable as the two previous volumes it joins, and since it supplements them it increases
their value as well.
The idea for the project came, as so many have, from Walter P. Webb. Under his
early sponsorship (and the later performance of Bailey Carroll), the association
published The Handbook of Texas in two volumes in 1952. The publication became
world famous, literally, and remains the only work of its kind for a state of the American
union. Even before it was published Carroll and others became aware that it would need

correcting, updating, revising. Barbara Cummings started it, but in 1967 Eldon Branda
was appointed to edit the supplementary volume. In time it came to be a work of its own,
of course, but the contact with the Ilfst two is maintained. For instance, the intended
three hundred page work has expanded to nearly 1200 pages, and each reference in the
first two volumes appears at least by title in this one, thus making it an index to the first
two volumes without repeating the entries save to correct errors or to include new
material. When the fIrst volumes appeared, Texas had as yet produced no president; this
volume gets to discuss two. In the quarter decade since the first appearance of the
Handbook men have visited the moon, invented pull top beer cans, the Astrodome (even
the Astros), and only the Good Lord and Eldon Branda know what else. And thanks to
both of them and to the Texas State Historical Association, Volume III is now on my
desk beside its papa and mama.
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Big Thicket Legacy. Compiled and edited by Campbell and Lyra Loughmiller. Foreword
by Francis E. Abernethy. Austin (University of Texas Press), 1977. Illustrations.
$12.50.
"You're goona love this book." F.E. Abernethy, who wrote a splendid Foreword
for the Loughmillers' essay in pictures and words of the Thicket, thus inscribed my copy
and he didn't lie. It is a book to love. especially if you grew up in or around the area and
the people it features. A modern and fairly civilized fellow in most respects, I am thrilled
when I see again to such places as this book that my roots are not in concrete and finger
Heldn' good Burgerland, but in the pines and bays and dogwoods (and poison ivy and ti
vines) of that area north of Beaumont so often visited in the past. Tguess you might say
Ab is my Alex Haley because he is so often associated with the literary efforts which
stimulate my memories. I might quarrel with him as to the boundaries of the Thicket,
because I have seen it in the low areas of Newton County, at least enough of it to satisfy
my huIIgrys for the wild. I mean I'll put the Bon Wier mosquitoes and ticks up against
anybody's.
I love the people who are here so gently visited by the interviewers and allowed to
teU their life stories in an unbothered way. These craggy faced, hard working, biscuit
eaters and gravy soppers are MY PEOPLE, bless 'em, and I am glad that the world
beyond Beaumont and WoodviUe and Livingston can get to know them from such a
handsome, well-designed book. The price is right and the work is well done.

The Stolen Steers: A Tale ofthe Big Thicket. By Bill Brett. College Station (Texas A&M
University Press), 1977. p. 116. $6.75.
"Bill Brett said it better than I ever could," noted William A. Owens and adds,
Quoting Brett, "And there wasn't a lie in the whole speech, nor dang little truth." Owens
claims that no one but Brett could really tell this story of lire in the Big Thicket at the turn
of the century. True or not, it is the story and more importantly the telling of it, that is
important.
Brett learned the tale from the one who lived it, he claims, but the telling is pure
Brett. It concerns a young man who leaves West Texas because of the drought and
comes to the Thicket. Here he is injured in an oil-field accident, goes broke, and then
steals a small herd of steers. But misfortune is not quite through with him, and he
becomes gravely ill. Kindly black folk nurse him. and he repays them by sharing the
profits from his illegally obtained herd. As I said, Brett, in the vernacular of the Thicket,
tells it better, and I know'd it was a good book when I saw his name on it.

Trees of East Texas. By Robert A. Vines. Austin (University of Texas Press), 1977.
Glossary, Index. p. 538, $7.95.
If you live in East Texas your attitude toward trees is well formed. Born here or
moved in, they are to us what wind is to Lubbock-ever present. Most East Texans
don't really understand the ecstasy the prairie folk find in them, and since unlike
Brooklyn we have a few more than one, some of us are not very romantic about them;
that is, chain saws do sell well here. And we are divided on what to do with them. Some
look at a stand of hardwood and see something in the way of a good pulp patch; others
look at symmetrical rows of pines and see dollar signs; and a few just look at trees and
feel the power of the Creator. But whatever our emotions, we do need to know what kind
of tree we are seeing. Robert Vines' handbook can help. A tree, he says, is a plant that
has a woody trunk at least four inches in diameter four feet above the ground, with a
definite branched crown and a height of not less than twelve feet. They grow in East
Texas more abundantly than elsewhere in the state, and are said to grow in one of three
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zones: Pineywoods, Post Oak Savannah, and Upper Gulf Coast Prairie. Trees do grow
elsewhere, of course, but not as well as they do here. You won't believe how many of
them he has catalogued. There are ftfty-nine families considered here. which translates
into several hundred different kinds of trees. Each is described and illustrated with words
and drawings Which tell about flowering and fruiting, the look of the leaves, twigs, bark
and wood, and general remarks about range and usefulness is provided. Woodsman,
gardener or bibliophile, you will find something to help and interest you here.
Texas Folk Songs. By William A. Owens. Dallas (Southern Methodist University Press),

1976. Source Notes, Index. p. 190. $15.00.
This collection of songs began, William A. Owens says, with the sounds he
remembers from his growing-up years in the Pin Hook community, Lamar County,
Texas. Collecting became serious in college, when he began a study of Texas play-party
songs which resulted in the 1936 publication, Swing and Turn: Texas P!ay-Party Games.
Owens was among the early collectors to use sound equipment. first on his own and then
as official researcher for the University of Texas library of Texas folk music. T eXWi Folk
Songs first appeared in 1950. and is expanded here to include 135 songs divided into nine
chapters. Topics include British popular ballads, Anglo-American ballads,
Anglo-American love songs. Anglo-American comic songs, songs and games for
children, play-party songs and games, Anglo-American spirituals. Afro-American
spirituals, and Afro-American secular songs. Each piece has some introduction. which
varies in length considerably, plus the verses and musical transcription. It is best enjoyed
at the piano or with a guitar.
The Melting Pot: Ethnic Cuisine in Texas. San Antonio (Institute of Texan Cultures of
the University of Texas at San Antonio). 1m? Index. Photographs. p. 231.

This book's title is more than a pun; it is not just. as it might appear, a collection of
ethnic food of Texas but a history cookbook with recipes of current use, and it really
does refer to the use of the frying pan to "melt" butter. The recipes are a result of many
efforts by the Texan Institute of Cultures of San Antonio, the lasting legacy of
Hemisfair. to provide Texans with a representative cookbook of what they are eating.
Not all ethnic groups are represented, but twenty-seven are, varying from
Afro·Americans (collard greens, for example) to Filipinos (sweet potato fritter) to the
Wendish (beer soup and fresh fig pie). Each section is prefaced with a brief introduction
to the group and its cuisine. and then six to ten recipes are presented. You can gain
weight from the calories that are taken in just from the reading. An interesting section is
that which converts measurements from the folk to the microwave era; thus a "pinch" or
"dash" is said to be "Iess than 14. teaspoon," which is then said to be 5 milliliters. True
internationalism at last.
Biographicl1/ Dictionary of the Conf<'deracy. By Jon L. Wakelyn. Westport (Greenwood

Press), 1977. Chronology, Appendices, Bibliography, Index. p. 603. $29.95.
The Biographical Dictiunary oftlze Confederacy is a unique work which will prove
to be an invaluable resource for any student of the Confederacy.
In a major introductory essay. author Jon Wakelyn describes the collective
leadership of the South from 1850 to 1877. His quantification of key indicators should
prove useful to anyone seeking to analyze or compare the lives and careers of
Confederate leaders.
Then, in an A-Z format, there are 650 biographical descriptions of the civil and
military leaders of the Confederacy. Among the different occupations included: generals,
naval officers, and ordinance and supply personnel; all members of the Confederate
Congress; the Cabinet and other high administrative officers; the leading appellate
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justices; major businessmen, educators; an~ clerics. The biographical sketches.
averaging 500-600 words, provide factual information on each figure's background,
activities during the Civil War, and his or her postwar CttJeer. Bibliographical
information is also provided.
Appendices and a general index follow the biographical sketches. The appendices
provide groupings of information about geographical mobility, principal occupations,
religious affiliations, education, and prewar and postwar party affiliations.
The Biographical Dictionary of the Confederacy was written by Jon L. Wakelyn,
Associate Professor of History and Associate Dean of Arts and Sciences at the Catholic
University of America. Professor Wakelyn is a specialist in Southern history, the Civil
War, and the Reconstruction era. Among his other publications are The Politic.\' of lJ.
Literary Man (Greenwood Press), 1973, and a forthcoming volume on the antebellum
South.
Frank E. Vandiver, Provost, and Harris Masterson, Jr., Professor of History at Rice
University, served as Advisory Editor. Professor Vandiver is one of the leading scholars
of the Civil War and American military history.
Rural Oklahoma. Edited by Donald E, Green. Oklahoma City (Oklahoma Historical
Society), 1977. Index. p. 158. $9.50, cloth; $7,00, paper.

As always, we are interested in the research and writing concerning our sister states,
and a book received recently is particularly deserving of that interest, Rural Oklahoma,
volume five in the series of state studies sponsored by the Oklahoma Historical Society,
was edited by Donald E. Green. Green is Associate Professor of History at Central State
University, Edmond, Oklahoma, and the author of several books and articles, including
the prize·winning Land of the Underground Rain (1973). He has assembled here the
work of some of the most important scholars working in the field of Oklahoma history,
including N. James Wilson, Garry L. Nail, Howard L. Meridith, Charles Townsend,
I>.wid D. Webb, William Savage, Jr., Carl N. Tyson, Joyce Gregg, and especially Bobby
H. Johnson, whose entry, "Pilgrims on the Prairie: Rural Life in Oklahoma Territory,"
makes for good reading.
The Blazing Story of Ww,hington County. By Wilfred 0, Dietrich. Quanah (Nortex
Press), 1973. $7.00.

The history of Washington County is the history of Texas. Interwoven into the very
fabric of county history are the lives of men and events that initiated and shaped the
destiny of the Lone Star State. From Washington-on-the-Brazos, a motley group of
Texans drafted a constitution and went on to forge a nation.
In the meantime the settlement of Independence gave birth to Baylor University, the
state's oldest institution of higher learning. Author Wilfred O. Dietrich has chronicled
the blazing story of Washington County from its auspicious beginning to the present.
This revised edition contains considerable additions and amplification of the original
history published in 1950. Included are chapters on the settlement of the county. its
political development, the history of the county seat of Brenham and country
communities, economic development. and a new chapter on the religious history of the
county. Also among new material is a roster of Masonic Lodges in Washington County
during the early days of the Texas Republic.

